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Full-Length Murder Mystery Comedy
Cast: 11w, 3m, 4 any gender

The set of the silent thriller Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night is in desperate trouble. The
director is a perfectionist, the actors are in revolt, the producers are about to pull the plug and
everyone seems to be plotting to murder the lead actress. But when one of the conspirators ends
up dead instead, it’s up to famed detective Valentina Caravelli to unravel the mystery.
Acclaimed playwright Don Zolidis has created another laugh-out-loud send-up of a classic
genre, with twists and turns and ghouls and glitterati all present for the most thrilling goings-on
backstage at a silent movie production you 're ever likely to see. With fantastic opportunities for
young casts to stretch their range and play roles with charm, vigor and Hollywood

glamor, Silent, but Deadly is another Zolidis play sure to delight audiences and students alike.

Cast of Characters

Principals:

DESDEMONA O’TOOLE, a silent film star. Kind of a handful. (she/her)

KERMIT VON HOVEL, a strange man, playing the role of Das Vampyr. Might actually be a
vampire. (he/him)

F.G. MACINTOSH, the director of the film, trying to salvage his dying career. (he/him, but
could be any)

SADIE NORTH, a washed-up actress at the age of 26, playing the role of the nun. (she/her)
WALKER BRONCO, a silent film star, playing the role of the romantic hero. (he/him)
JENS SVARLBARD, a producer on the film. Swedish (he/him, but could be any)

GRACIE LANSDOWNE, Jens’ assistant, very sunny. (she/her, but could be any)

SUSAN WORLEY, a makeup artist (she/her)

COOKIE, the caterer (she/her)

VIRGINIA MOUNTBATTEN, a dresser, a hopeful actress (she/her)

VALENTINA CARAVELLI, the detective, Italian (she/her)

Other Roles:

GUS, holds the clacker (any)

GIRLS, (later vampire spawn) — playing six other residents of Mother Framingham’s Finishing
School for Delinquent Young Ladies

GIRL 1 — the ringleader

GIRL 2 — an innocent

GIRL 3 — the bruiser

GIRL 4 — the flapper

GIRL 5 — a mess, the crazy one

GIRL 6 — a debutante

Feel free to add to add stagehands, set people, and crew for a larger cast.
THE RAKE, a silent role in the summary — (can be played by one of the GIRLS)
MOTHER and FATHER, silent roles in the summary (can be played by one of the GIRLS)
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Setting: The re-shoot for the silent film, Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night. They have been at
this for weeks and fuses and money are running short.

Playwright’s Note: It might be very fun to actually create Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night as a
silent film. It might be cool to show the film in the lobby during intermission, or to have clips of
it playing at other times. There are some additional roles in the film than in the play, so feel free
to cast different people when necessary. Of course, it’s not necessary to actually make the movie,
but if you’re looking for something to do...

Music: It might also be fun to have piano music during the filming of the various scenes, feel
free to underscore the play wherever it feels appropriate. I have suggested a number of spots
where it might be a good idea to have the piano, but feel free to add and augment throughout.

Makeup: Kermit Von Hovel is in the Vampyr-makeup throughout the play. The makeup should
be ghoulish and extreme, with huge dark circles under his eyes — he’s basically unrecognizable
out of makeup. Please check out the film Nosferatu for an example of what I’'m going for here. In
act two, all of the chorus girls are in similar makeup, having been transformed into vampiric
minions.
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Act One
In the darkness, a piano flourish.
Creepy, ominous music. We are in the world of the macabre.

Lights rise on a movie set. The cryptlike basement beneath a reform school for girls. Old
furniture covered in dust cloths and even more dust.

DESDEMONA O’TOOLE, wearing a long nightgown (but her hair and makeup are
perfect), holds a candle in front of her and cautiously steps into the room.

She looks one way, afraid.
Then she looks another way, even more afraid.

F.G. (off-stage, loud)
NO.
Cut.
Audible grumbling from everyone as everything stops. F.G. MACINTOSH swoops in.
I need apprehension. I need fear.

DESDEMONA
That’s what I was doing. That’s what I have been doing all day! Look! Look at my face! This is
fear!
She gives an exaggerated frightened look.

F.G.
That’s mild concern!
DESDEMONA
This is terror! I am terrified!
F.G

You look about — where am I? A crypt? Why is there a crypt beneath this finishing school for
wayward girls? But [ must investigate due to my curious feminine nature and then...

He demonstrates, gasping —
TERROR!

DESDEMONA
That’s what I was doing. If you had any sense or artistic vision you would know that you vermin.

F.G.
It must be perfect. I want a gasp. I want an enormous gasp. Let’s take it back. Places!
Desdemona retreats to her initial spot.
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GUS (he has been doing this for thirteen hours)
Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night, Scene Six.
Take Forty-Seven.
He clacks the clacker

F.G.
And... action!
The same piano music.
Desdemona does her entrance again.
She looks one way, gasps.
Looks the other way, gasps again.
NO.
Groans from everyone.
Take it back.
GUS
Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night, Scene Six.
sigh
Take Forty-Eight.
F.G.

And... action!

Desdemona does it again — with the music

She looks one way, gasps.

Looks the other way, GASPS AS HUGELY AS SHE POSSIBLY CAN, lifting both hands to
her face, pulling at her hair, everything.

E.G. directs her from off-camera, but he's not stopping her this time.

F.G

Turn to the left!

She does, dramatically.
What is that sound?

She puts a hand to her ear, dramatically.
It’s behind you!

She turns around again, even more dramatically.
And cue Das Vampyr!

KERMIT VON HOVEL, dressed ghoulishly as DAS VAMPYR, with extreme makeup,
lurches into the room like hell itself has spit him forth. He was born for this. He is, perhaps, an
actual vampire.

Desdemona screams silently.

F.G.
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NO. Cut.
Desdemona screams audibly in frustration.
Look at him. Look at this creature. Kermit, by the way, that was fantastic.

KERMIT
Was good?

F.G.
You’re a natural, it’s like you’re not even acting. Absolutely terrifying. Which is why — YOU
NEED TO BE TERRIFIED!

DESDEMONA
I am terrified of him!
KERMIT
After this is done, we get drink.
DESDEMONA

No.

KERMIT (staring at her)
You will obey me. Your will is weak.

DESDEMONA
See?! This is what he does!
F.G.
He’s in character. I love it.
KERMIT

Yes. Character.
Stares at Desdemona again, trying to hypnotize her
Dine with me this evening.

DESDEMONA
I am the star of this show. I dine with other stars. Not you.

F.G.
Desdemona — the audience must feel your revulsion and fear. We must experience it with you.

KERMIT
My name on title. Not yours. I am star.

DESDEMONA
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You are nothing! No one else in this film has a name worth mentioning! I am Desdemona
O’Toole!

KERMIT
I am Kermit Von Hovel. Fourth of my name. Destined to walk the earth after my unnatural
demise.

F.G.
Let’s take it back to Kermit’s entrance.
DESDEMONA
I am going back to my dressing room.
F.G.

We have accomplished nothing today! We haven’t completed a single scene!

GUS (underneath)
I’m shocked. Shocked that this is happening. What a surprise. Et cetera.

DESDEMONA
That’s your fault! You’re an awful director! You’re barely giving me direction!

F.G.
What?! That’s all I’ve been doing!
FE.G. leaps up and tries to act out the scene —
You look to the left, you look to the right, you GASP — AAAAAAAHHH!! Like that! Do it like
that!

DESDEMONA
I am not a trained seal. I am an actress! I am the star of twenty-one films! The critic Byron
Chesterton called me America’s treasure!

F.G.
He called you America’s sunken treasure.

DESDEMONA
I starred in Rise from a Coma! I do not deserve to be treated like this!
FE.G. groans and puts his head in his hands

F.G.
Please. I am begging you. Act. You can have anything you want. My life savings. My first-born
child. My second-born child. My third husband.* Anything. Just please do the scene.
*Or wife

DESDEMONA
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I’m holding you to that.

F.G.
Which?

DESDEMONA
Haven’t decided yet. | may need to review the humans and see which one suits me best. Very
well. I shall attempt the scene one more time.

KERMIT
I take child too, yes?
F.G.
No.
Desdemona gets back in her place.
GUS

Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night, Scene Six. Scene Six Forever. Take — Forty-Nine.

F.G.
And... Action!
Lights black out on them.

Up on SADIE NORTH and WALKER BRONCO, elsewhere. Sadie is in costume, a full
nun's habit. Walker is in his dressing robe.

If possible, Sadie is smoking a cigarette.

If not, no worries.

SADIE
She has to die.
Short pause

WALKER
I think she almost got it in that eighty-third take.

SADIE
She has to die, Walker. We have been here for four months — in reshoots! For a role with no
lines! In this godforsaken hellscape.

WALKER
Connecticut?

SADIE
Whatever it’s called. It’s ghastly. It snowed the other day. Snowed. 1 should be in Hollywood
starring in a movie, instead I’m stuck in Nightmareland playing this... nun.
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WALKER
The habit suits you. You look foxy.

SADIE
You can barely see my face! You could put anyone in this costume!

WALKER
But the way you wear that wimple... mmm
Walker tries to move in on her, she swats him away.

SADIE
Don’t try to charm your way out of this.
WALKER
Out of what?
SADIE
Out of the plan.
WALKER
We got a plan?
SADIE
It’s a good thing you’re so pretty.
WALKER
Baby.
SADIE

This movie will kill my career. I’ll be stuck playing a nun for the rest of my life. Or worse: A
mother. Don’t you want her dead? Think about what she did to you. The way she toyed with your
heart.

WALKER
That was something the studio put together. Hollywood loves a love story. They thought it might
generate some good press.

SADIE
And it did — for her. She catapulted to stardom while you were left in the lurch playing -

WALKER
I’m the hero.

SADIE

10
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You’re barely in this picture! It should be your name on the poster! Although I still think you
need to change it.

WALKER
What’s wrong with Walker Bronco?
SADIE
It’s a little over the top.
WALKER

I don’t think it’s over the top enough. Maybe I should change it to something more manly.

SADIE
Honey —

WALKER
What if I was Bronco Dynamite? Does this look like the face of a Bronco Dynamite?
Announcer voice

"And starring Bronco Dynamite as Moses.’
Oh that’s good.

SADIE
Moses?

WALKER
Oh yeah. Dream role. "Let my people go you filthy Pharoah. Or I’ll teach you a thing or two
about being a man.’

He mimes punching an imaginary Pharoah and adds sound effects.
Pow. Whap. Smash.

SADIE
Except no one will hear your voice.

WALKER
The talkies are coming, Sadie. Sooner or later.

SADIE
Over my dead body.

WALKER
And Walker Bronco is going to be ready. I been taking voice lessons. Listen to these lines:
As an exceptionally manly man
“That’s just the way it is, sweetcakes. I have to go. The road calls me.”

SADIE

11
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Every woman who hears that will be devastated.

WALKER
Thanks.

SADIE
Which is why I’m so glad that you’re so true to me.

WALKER
You know I am, baby. All that is in the past.

SADIE
Mm-hm. So you’ll do it?
WALKER
Do it?
SADIE
Make it look like an accident.
It takes him a moment
WALKER
You’re not serious.
Murder?
SADIE

Think of it like you’re playing a new part. Here’s what you’re going to do...

She whispers in his ear —

Lights up elsewhere on JENS and GRACIE — Gracie has a clipboard and she's taking a
note.

JENS
The woman has to die.
GRACIE
Noted. Woman. Must. Die.
JENS
Don’t write that down.
GRACIE

Sorry Mr. Svarlbard, I thought I was supposed to write down all of your brilliant ideas.

JENS
This brilliant idea, do not write down.



Skipping Forward
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COOKIE
YES. That is the BEST idea I’ve heard all day! I am IN!

VIRGINIA
Cookie!
COOKIE
Some people need to die, Virginia. She’s extremely rude.
VIRGINIA
That’s not a reason to kill someone!
COOKIE
She eats in costume. Continuously.
SUSAN
And in makeup. I have to redo it all the time because she’s smeared an éclair all over her face.
VIRGINIA
To be fair, the eclairs are irresistible.
COOKIE

I have told her over and over again not to eat in costume, and what does she do?!

VIRGINIA
She eats in costume?
COOKIE
She eats in costume! She has to die.
SUSAN

Today she called me Sarah. We’ve been on this shoot for months. I do her makeup every
morning. Every morning she complains about it and calls me by a different name.

VIRGINIA
She can be difficult.
SUSAN
Difficult?! Difficult?! She’s a monster!
COOKIE

The word demon is actually in her name. That’s what I call her now. Des-DEMON:-a. Behind her
back. When she’s not looking. Sometimes when she is looking.

VIRGINIA

16
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I bet she’s really nice if you get to know her.

SUSAN
You know her?
VIRGINIA
No, but she’s my second cousin —
COOKIE
Ohhh.
VIRGINIA

And she promised to put in a word with the director for me — I think she’s going to get me a part
in the film. Look out world: Virginia Mountbatten, actress!

SUSAN
You would be amazing. You have incredible bone structure.
VIRGINIA
Thank you!
SUSAN

I could do brilliant things with your makeup.

COOKIE
I still say we kill her. After she puts in a word.
VIRGINIA
She’s family.
COOKIE

You’ve never wanted to kill someone in your family? Sheesh. Most of my family is on my hit
list.

SUSAN
You have a hit list?
COOKIE
You don’t?
VIRGINIA

We’re not actually talking about this, are we?

SUSAN
Oh no we’re joking.

17
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COOKIE
...Yes. Joking.

SUSAN
We’re joking, Cookie.

COOKIE
I said yes!

SUSAN
Yes but you said it a bit strangely.

COOKIE
I was feeling it out.

SUSAN

We’re joking. No one here actually wants to murder Desdemona O’Toole.
Desdemona stomps in.

DESDEMONA
Oh look it’s all the little people clustered together sharing their little lives with each other. How
adorable. It must be nice to be paid to stand around and gossip.

COOKIE
We were talking about you, actually.
DESDEMONA
Naturally. What else could you be talking about?
VIRGINIA
Miss O’Toole —
DESDEMONA

No I will not sign autographs. My wrists are exhausted. If any of you had a real job, you would
know what it is to work. Speaking of which, Stephanie —

SUSAN
Sally.
COOKIE
Susan.
SUSAN
Susan.

18
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DESDEMONA
Whichever. Perhaps tomorrow you could do a competent job with my makeup? Look at me: what
is wrong with my face?

SUSAN
Nothing.

COOKIE (underneath)
So much.

DESDEMONA
I look like I am thirty years old. Am I playing an ancient crone?

VIRGINIA
You are thirty years old.
DESDEMONA
Who are you?
VIRGINIA
I’m Virginia, I’'m your second —
DESDEMONA

Mind your own business, Virginia. Or you can find a new line of work. I’m sure you can find
gainful employment standing in a field scaring off crows. Your job, all of you, is to make me
look good.

COOKIE
I’m the caterer, actually.

DESDEMONA
You’re responsible for this cavalcade of putrescence?

COOKIE
That was actually the original name of my business.
DESDEMONA
You’re being fresh. Unlike your food.
COOKIE

Actually, I wanted to remind you that you’re not supposed to eat in costume.

DESDEMONA

19
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Oh I’'m not? Oh okay. I guess you peons get to tell me what to do. You are cogs in the machine.

That’s all. Get grinding.
She starts to walk off, Virginia darts after her.

VIRGINIA
Miss O’Toole?
DESDEMONA
What.
VIRGINIA

I’'m actually your Great Aunt Bertha’s grand-daughter? From Kansas?

DESDEMONA
Don’t ever mention Kansas.

VIRGINIA
You said you were going to speak to the director about me?

DESDEMONA
I did what?

VIRGINIA
You told me that you would mention me to the director?

DESDEMONA
What would I mention about you?
VIRGINIA
That I’m an actress.
DESDEMONA
Oh dear, really?
VIRGINIA
Yes.
DESDEMONA

A little homely to be an actress, aren’t you? I’m not sure we need any more hunchbacks in the

film, but I’ll see what I can do.
She leaves.
A moment.
Virginia returns to the others.

VIRGINIA

20
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Okay yeah let’s kill her.
Lights change.
Transition piano music.

The next day.

The crew are setting up for the next shoot, moving set pieces and lights and sound
equipment around.

FE.G. enters, with VALENTINA CARAVELLI, dressed in a grey trenchcoat with fedora.

She's taking notes in a little notebook.

F.G.
This will be the greatest film ever made. The emotion. The terror. The romance. It’s got it all. Or
it will, once it’s completed. My magnum opus.

VALENTINA
I see.

F.G.
Just think: millions of people crowded into theaters all over this great country, delighting and
exclaiming at Das Vampyr: Scourge of the Night, directed by F.G. Maclntosh, Esquire. Men will
weep. Ladies will faint from terror. Children will never misbehave again.

VALENTINA
All from your film?

F.G.
All from my perfect masterpiece. If we can... complete it.

VALENTINA
But there is a threat to this film.
F.G.
You are perceptive, Miss Caravelli.
VALENTINA

You suspect a murder is imminent. Which is why you have called me.

F.G.
I can’t say for certain but —

VALENTINA
Nothing in life is certain, my little cabbage. Inside the heart of every man, woman, and child
lurks a furious hippopotamus, ready to strike. I shall root out this hippopotamus. And tame it, for
I am Valentina Caravelli, the greatest detective the world will ever know.
She stares off into space

21
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F.G.
Yes. Right... What are you looking at?
VALENTINA
Posterity.
F.G.

The shoot has already taken months, we can’t afford any more delays.

VALENTINA
So a murder would be most inconvenient... for you. Hm.

F.G.
Exactly. My producers are already breathing down my neck, so if you could be discreet —

VALENTINA
[ am never discreet. And when I breathe down someone’s neck, they know it. I am Italian.

F.G.
Right, well, I’'m going to come up with a brilliant cover for you, which will allow you to mix
amongst the cast and crew and discover who is behind these dastardly plots.
Desdemona storms across the stage

DESDEMONA
I swear I will murder everyone! Aaaaahhh!
She exits
VALENTINA
I may already have a suspect.
F.G.
She’s simply getting into character.
VALENTINA
She is the vampire?
F.G.
She’s the romantic lead.
VALENTINA
I see.
F.G.

But keep your eyes peeled. Any one of these people could be plotting a dastardly deed.

22



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

Gus enters, yawning and stretching.
Unspeakable evil could be filling their every waking moment. They look about and plan their
brutal act.

Gus looks around.

GUS

Are we going to start any time soon or can I go back to sleep?
F.G.

We begin momentarily! Can we have everyone out here please?
GUS

Which scene are we doing?
F.G.

Scene seven, but I need the entire cast and crew for an announcement first.

GUS
That won’t slow us down at all. I’'m so glad we’re being so efficient.
Gus stares at F.G.
Then takes out a bullhorn.
INEED EVERYONE OUT HERE PLEASE.
Desdemona darts back in —

DESDEMONA

I'am BUSY! I am having a CRISIS! Your pathetic demands are not appreciated!

She exits again

Everyone else begins to gather —

Center are six GIRLS, who are dressed as the residents of the Finishing School, wearing
nondescript dresses.

Sadie enters in her nun's costume, accompanied by Walker.

Jens and Gracie enter from the side, watching.

Kermit enters, just as he entered for the first scene, like he has been spit forth from hell
itself.

KERMIT
Who wakes me from my slumber?
F.G.
Can we have Miss O’Toole back please?
GUS

Last [ saw her, she went that way, screaming.

F.G.
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I know that, Gus.

GUS
Don’t ask obvious questions then. We all saw what happened.
F.G.
Can you please retrieve her?
GUS
No.
WALKER

I’1l get her. Walker’s got a special touch with the ladies.
He's about to exit as Desdemona bursts back in, followed by Susan and Virginia.

DESDEMONA
These two are trying to destroy me. IT WON’T WORK! Admit it. They plot against me.

SUSAN
I am just trying to get your makeup ready for the scene.

DESDEMONA
She’s aging me intentionally. I can feel it.

SUSAN
It’s late at night, you’re not dressed for the opera.
VIRGINIA
Which is why you are wearing —
DESDEMONA

This shapeless trash?! I could trip in this! I could fall on my face and die in front of everyone!
That’s what you want, isn’t it? Call the police!

F.G.
No one is calling the police. They are simply doing their jobs.
DESDEMONA
I could train rabbits to do their jobs!
SUSAN

Then do it! Train a rabbit to do your makeup! I’d like to see that! I’d like to see a rabbit with its
little claws try to do your eyeliner! They’d tear your eyes out!

DESDEMONA

24
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You know as much about rabbits as you know about makeup! Rabbits don’t have claws! They
have charming little bunny feet!

WALKER
Desdemona. It’s me, Walker.
DESDEMONA
Yes, ’'m familiar with you.
WALKER
Take my hand.
DESDEMONA
No.
WALKER
We gotta get on with the filming.
DESDEMONA
Not until these gargoyles are fired!
WALKER
That’s not gonna happen, little bird.
DESDEMONA
[ 'am not your little bird.
WALKER
You could be. Again. Fly to me.
A moment between them.
F.G.
Excuse me! I gathered you here so I could make an announcement.
DESDEMONA
Is it that these people are fired?
F.G.

Miss O’Toole, please calm yourself. No one is against you.

Everyone sort of looks the other way
Everyone here wishes you nothing but love and admiration. Look at their faces. Look at how
much they love you.

Desdemona looks around.

No one looks at her with love and admiration.
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DESDEMONA
They are jealous.

SADIE
Nobody harbors any resentment of you, sweetie.

JENS
No one is concerned you are costing them money.

COOKIE
No one thinks you’re rude.
Desdemona backs away from all of them.

F.G.
Let’s continue. Sit down, please.
Desdemona angrily sits, eyeing everyone.
They all sit as well.
I would like to introduce a person who will be here amongst you for the next few days.
Valentina steps forward, about to introduce herself.
Who is a talent scout
She is surprised by this
From the talkies
Everyone is excited
And speaks very limited English.
Everyone is confused by this
She is known only as... Sam.

VALENTINA
Yes. Sam.

F.G.
Please go about your natural business and do not seek to engage her.
Walker stands up, orating

WALKER
I, Walker Bronco, would like to welcome you to our set, where you shall witness acts of derring-
do, the trials and tribulations of tragedy and the heights of passion!/

DESDEMONA
You should know that this film shoot is happening under duress because our director is a
madman who does not appreciate talent.

JENS
Perhaps it would be helpful to explain the film up to this point to... Sam.

26



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis

© Don Zolidis
GRACIE
That’s a fantastic idea, sir! It begins on a sunlit day in Autumn —
JENS
Perhaps the actors could re-enact it.
GRACIE

Sorry, sir. Of course sir. [ have to apologize sometimes I get very enthusiastic.

VALENTINA
I would love to see —
SADIE
And hear —
VALENTINA

And hear what you have done to this point.

F.G.

Of course. Let’s recap from the top.
Quickly.

Everyone moves to places

Piano music underscores this part
Welcome to the world of Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night. The film begins on a sunlit day in
Anywhere, USA. A young coquette —

Desdemona enters with a parasol -
Strolls down a park in broad daylight. When — out of nowhere — she is accosted by a handsome
dandy —

An actor becomes THE RAKE, a dandy who spies Desdemona lasciviously.
He is so forward he offends her delicate sensibilities!

The Rake is forward.

Desdemona pretends to be shocked and horrified.

Then she kind of likes it.

Then she likes it a lot.
But then, scandal of scandal, she FLIRTS with him!

Desdemona lifts her dress to show her ankle.

The Rake is smitten.

He lifts his pant leg to show his ankle.

She is entranced.
Friends, this is the dance of sin! But she is saved!

Two other actors become MOTHER and FATHER who enter and observe.
Her parents arrive just in time! They spot her!

They are horrified.

They gasp in terror.

The father takes out a baseball bat and chases the Rake in circles.
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They must defend her honor. The Rake is vanquished!

The Rake dashes off — runs into another GIRL, who flirts with him just as he did with
Desdemona.

Mother and Father take Desdemona to the side of the stage.
There is nothing to be done. She is an unruly child who will not listen to her parents.

DESDEMONA
I love him! I do not know his name but I love him!

F.G. (to Valentina)
Imagine that on the dialogue intertitle.

DESDEMONA
His ankles were glorious!

F.G.
We’re still adjusting it.
There is nothing to be done with this child who is clearly seventeen and not thirty years old but —
Sadie enters as a NUN.
Send her away!
Desdemona breaks down in tears.
To Mother Framingham’s Finishing School for Delinquent Young Women.
All the other GIRLS enter — they are quite delinquent.
The Nun takes out a ruler and raps it against her hand. They snap to attention.
It is a dark and unfriendly place. But our heroine is not cured of her wicked feminine curiosity.
Late at night, she hears a sound!
All the girls pretend to sleep.
Desdemona hears something.
She investigates.
A secret passageway and stairs descending to the unknown!
Desdemona is shocked.
Does she inform the nuns of her discovery? No! She is still a wicked, wicked girl!
Sadie enters the room as a nun and Desdemona leaps into bed and pretends to be asleep.
The nun looks about, suspicious. Then leaves.
All the girls wake up.
Does she inform her new friends of her discovery? No!
Desdemona ignores all the other girls and moves to the side — she holds a candle.
A crypt beneath the finishing school! Untouched for countless eons!
She acts out the first scene from the play — looking this way and that.
Kermit enters as Das Vampyr.
She has disturbed an ancient evil!
Kermit lurches towards her — she s shocked.
And intrigued.
She draws away.
And then draws closer.
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Kermit hungers for her blood.
This prince of the undead hungers for her warm blood. She is bewitched by his dark beauty.
Kermit coughs up something like a hairball.

DESDEMONA
I’m not sure bewitched is the right word.
F.G.
She hungers for his cold touch!
KERMIT
You cannot resist me.
DESDEMONA
Can we skip his lines please?
KERMIT
You are mine. Heart and soul.
F.G.

Moving on! She is bewitched by his dark beauty and hungers for his cold touch!
Desdemona can t really manage it
And yet —
Mother and Father enter, as in a memory, gesticulating wildly.
She remembers her loving parents! And flees in a feminine manner!
Desdemona slugs Kermit in the face
She runs away, back to the room with the other girls.
And yet, deep beneath the school, the awakened evil does not return to its slumber.

Kermit laughs evilly
KERMIT
I shall taste her tender flesh.
F.G.
You don’t need to add lines to impress Sam, Kermit.
KERMIT
What lines?
F.G.

Das Vampyr calls to the creatures of darkness at his command. The bats, the insects, the
nightcrawlers. They obey.

Kermit summons beasts to his side with a piercing shriek.
Again it’s a silent movie Kermit you don’t need to make the sound.
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I’11 flap with you.

F.G.
Done.
GIRL 3
I don’t think I would dance.
F.G.
That’s fine.
GIRL 3

But I wanna punch somebody. I think it’s important for my character.

GIRL 5
Ooh me. You can punch me. I can take it. I’'m basically invulnerable.

GIRL 6
Shouldn’t someone be gambling with me? I’m just throwing dice on the ground and watching
them roll?

F.G.
Ladies, we are simply setting the scene for Desdemona’s entrance. Your roles are not terribly
important.

GIRL 6
What is my motivation?

F.G.
Your motivation is that you all have dubious moral character so the audience will cheer when
you’re all transformed into vampiric minions later in the movie.

GIRL 2
I like Jazz.
F.G.
No you don’t because you are the only good girl.
GIRL 2
It’s fun.
F.G.
It’s not fun, i1t’s wicked.
GIRL 2
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I think it’s the bee’s knees.

F.G.
Sweetheart, we don’t say things like that.

GIRL 4
Could we actually play some music so I can hear it?

GIRL 5
Yes! Jazz!
SADIE
I think they should have Jazz.
F.G.

You’re not helping. We are pretending to hear the music! We are dancing! We are gambling. We
are scuffling and cavorting in a most unladylike fashion and that’s all we’re doing! Got it? None
of you even have names. Let’s take it back.

The girls grumble and get back into bed.

GUS
Das Vampyr. Scourge of the Night. Scene seven. Take Two.

F.G.
And... action!
The girls sleep.
Girl 1 wakes up wickedly.
She looks about, then wakes all the other girls.
Girl 2 tries to sleep, but she's roused by Girl 3.
Girl 4 brings the gramophone out from under the bed.
All the girls stop to celebrate.
Girl 4 takes out a record and shows it to all of them.
What does she have there? It’s Jazz, oh no it’s Jazz!
All the girls are excited
Girl 2 your immortal soul is in danger right now! You need to look fearful!
Girl 6 stands on a bed and takes out a deck of cards and dice and show them to all the
girls. They all react.
And the music is on!
They all start dancing.
It’s a carnival of flappers and evil! Girl 2, I need you to hide!
Girl 3 slugs Girl 5.
No! Cut!

GIRL 3
You said we could fight.

33



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

GIRL 5
I’m fine, I didn’t mind it. I’ve got a face like cinderblock. Nothing hurts me.

GIRL 6
How am I supposed to be gambling with no money? That doesn’t make any sense.
F.G.
You are gambling for the thrill of it.
GIRL 6
What if I'm a gangster?
F.G.

You’re a teenage girl in a finishing school! You’re not a gangster!

GIRL 6
I’m pretending to be a regular girl, but I’'m actually a bootlegger.

F.G.
No! All of you! You are background characters!

GIRL 1
I’m listed as Girl 1, I think I should have a name since I’m the first one.

F.G.

Your name is Girl 1.

GIRL 1
What if it’s Oona?

GIRL 2
Oona. I love it. And I’m Two-bie.

GIRL 3
Three-na.

GIRL 6
Six-ella.

Desdemona storms in.
DESDEMONA

NONE OF YOU MATTER! We are trying to get to my entrance! No one needs to be able to tell
the difference between you! You are not stars! You do not have names! You are nothing! I could
replace any one of you and no one would know!
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All six girls stare viciously at Desdemona.

VALENTINA
Hm.
F.G.
Let’s go from the gambling.
GIRL 6

The gambling makes no sense unless I’'m a gangster.

F.G.
You’re a gangster, fine!

GIRL 6
Then why am I in a finishing school for delinquent girls?

F.G.
I DON’T KNOW!
From the gambling please.
GIRL 4
And the dancing?
F.G.
And the dancing.
GIRL 3
And the fighting?
F.G.
Sure.
GUS

Das Vampyr. Scourge of the Night. Scene seven. Take Three.

F.G.
And... action!
Chaos ensues.
Girl 4 and 1 dance.
Girl 2 maybe dances a little bit.
Girl 3 and 5 square off.
Girl 6 gambles by herself.
*If there are cigarettes and booze, everyone is doing all of that. Otherwise they are all
eating cake while dancing, fighting, and gambling.
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Oh it is a terrible group of wayward girls, destined for perdition. And then... what’s that?
It’s the new girl!
Desdemona enters, holding her candle.
Desdemona remember you have just been accosted by Das Vampyr. You are flustered. You are
out of breath. You are in a state of shock and terror.
Desdemona messes up her hair.
The music stops!

GIRL 4
Do I stop the music?
F.G.
CUT. No one stops the music, the music just stops!
GIRL 4
Seems weird.
F.G.

It’s the magic of cinema! The music stops and you all pretend to be virtuous young ladies and
lend an ear to the frightened new girl. Desdemona, I need to see you try to impress upon these
girls the severity of the horrors you have witnessed.

DESDEMONA
What are my lines here?
F.G.
It’s a silent movie you have no lines.
DESDEMONA

What is on the intertitle?

GUS (monotone)
You’ll never believe what I saw in the basement. It was awful. I think it was the devil himself.

GIRL 5
And what is my line?
F.G.
You are Girl 5.
GIRL 5
Actually my name is Fyvalla.
F.G.

You don’t have a line. No one has lines.
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GIRL 6
And how do I react to this news?

F.G.
None of you believe her because you are wicked, wayward girls. You laugh cruelly and mock
her.

GIRL 3
What if I punched her?
F.G.
No!
GIRL 3

She seems like she needs punching if you ask me.

F.G.
Take it back to Desdemona’s entrance. Desdemona, you have just escaped the clutches of Das
Vampyr, you are exhausted with terror and despair. I need to see it. This needs to be perfect.

DESDEMONA
That’s what I have been doing, you are simply too dense to realize it.
To Valentina
I am going to vocalize my lines so that you might picture me in future films.

F.G.
If we could continue without insulting the director that would be best.
DESDEMONA
Don’t give me foolish directions then.
F.G.
I am giving you proper direction!
DESDEMONA
You are wasting your time haggling with the chorus!
F.G.
The chorus is haggling with me!
DESDEMONA

Because you are weak! Rule them with an iron hand! Like this: DO YOUR PART OR YOU
WILL BE FED TO SHARKS.
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GIRL 3
I think this is when the punching should happen.

DESDEMONA
Places for my entrance!

Everyone gets in places.

GUS
Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night. Scene Seven. Take Four.

DESDEMONA
And... action!

Chaos ensues again as before.

Girl 4 and 1 dance.

Girl 2 joins them this time.

Girl 3 and 5 square off.

Girl 6 gambles by herself.

*[f there are cigarettes and booze, everyone is doing all of that. Otherwise they are all
eating cake while dancing, fighting, and gambling.

F.G.
Yes the nightmare continues and then...

Desdemona bursts in.
She rends her hair. She falls to one side, then another.
All the girls watch.

DESDEMONA
You’ll never believe what I saw in the basement! It was awful! I think it was the devil himself!

GIRL 5
Laughter!
F.G.
Don’t say laughter please!
GIRL 5
Ha ha that’s stupid you are stupid.
F.G.

There’s no lines, you just laugh! Ready Mother Framingham!
The girls continue to laugh.
And... Three Two...

Sadie smashes into the room, ruler at the ready.

SADIE
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AAAAAH WHAT DEBAUCHERY IS THIS?!
TO YOUR BEDS, STRUMPETS!
All six girls leap to their beds and pretend to be fast asleep except Desdemona.

DESDEMONA
I didn’t believe that.
F.G.
Cut!
DESDEMONA
I don’t believe her character.
SADIE
You’re not the director.
DESDEMONA
And you’re not the star. You are a nun.
SADIE
I was brilliant and it frightened you.
DESDEMONA
Ha!
F.G.

Let’s take it back to Mother Framingham’s entrance.

DESDEMONA
Perhaps you could try acting this time?
SADIE
I can act better than you any day of the week.
F.G.
Ladies, please!
DESDEMONA
Tell this miserable character actor to stop hogging the good light like she hogs everything else.
SADIE
Like Walker Bronco?
Gasps from everyone.
GIRL 2
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Oooh!
The other girls cluster to watch.
Desdemona takes a step back.

DESDEMONA
You think I care about that?
SADIE
I know you care about that.
DESDEMONA

That man has the standards of a flea. Any dog will do.

SADIE
Is that why he dated you?
GIRL 2
Uh-oh!
DESDEMONA

He’s chasing after every tail on this set, sunshine. He just happened to catch yours because you

were old and slow.

SADIE
Oh believe me, he’s exceptionally good at catching my tail.

DESDEMONA
You’re welcome to him.
SADIE
How very generous of you.
DESDEMONA
But I could snap my fingers and have him back any time I wanted.
She snaps her fingers
Walker enters.
WALKER
Did someone say Walker Bronco?
SADIE
Not now, babe.
F.G.
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Again, ladies, we are trying to complete this scene in front of the talent scout so we can finish
this movie so we can escape Connecticut.

DESDEMONA (flirty)
Hi Walker.
WALKER (flirty)
Hey.
GUS
I’m gonna die here.
F.G.

Take it back to Mother Framingham’s entrance please!

DESDEMONA
Fine.
Girl 6 raises her hand as everyone gets in their places

F.G.
You have no motivation shut your mouth.

GUS
Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night. Scene Seven. Take it doesn’t matter because we’re going to
do it again.

F.G.
And... action!
Desdemona rends her hair again.

DESDEMONA
You’ll never believe what I saw in the basement! It was awful! I think it was the devil himself!

GIRL 5
Laughter!
GIRL 6
Unmotivated laughter!
F.G.

Ready Mother Framingham!
The girls continue to laugh.
And... Three Two...

Sadie smashes into the room even more dramatically this time, ruler at the ready.
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WALKER
Oh yeah. She was not a very good nun, in a good way.
DESDEMONA
But I knew you’d come back to me.
WALKER
Of course. Let’s walk over this way.
He guides her in a direction.
DESDEMONA
Maybe we could stay in one place?
WALKER

No I need to keep moving. Like a bronco. You know if a bronco stops moving it dies?

DESDEMONA
You’re thinking of sharks.
WALKER
I’'m thinking of you.
Desdemona groans.
DESDEMONA
You always were a flirt.
WALKER

I’m an untamed bronco galloping all over the vistas of Connecticut.

DESDEMONA
Just a big stupid horse charging off a cliff.
WALKER
Exactly.
DESDEMONA
And am I the cliff?
WALKER

No this is the cliff.
He stops and they look out over a cliff-

DESDEMONA
Oh there’s a cliff here.
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WALKER
That’s right, baby. Romantic-like.
Romantic piano music plays.
DESDEMONA

You wouldn’t think there would be a cliff this big in the center of Connecticut.

WALKER
Let’s get right up to the edge.
DESDEMONA
Seems a little dangerous.
WALKER

Every romance is dangerous. Especially a romance with a bronco. You never know when you’re
y g p y y

going to get bucked off.*
This line can be cut
Here, look over the edge.

DESDEMONA
Wow, that’s quite a drop.
WALKER
Yeah. A long drop.
DESDEMONA

Are those thornbushes down there at the bottom of this ravine?

WALKER
I don’t know, maybe you need a closer look.
She leans over the edge
The music builds
Walker is about to shove her off —
Gracie appears from nowhere.

GRACIE
Hi there!
Desdemona steps back from the cliff.
The music stops suddenly.

DESDEMONA
Excuse me?

GRACIE
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Woo it was hard to find you guys! Good thing I was following you, always following you. Boy is
this romantic! You can almost see Rhode Island! But it’s hard because it’s small.

DESDEMONA
Who are you?

GRACIE
I’m Gracie, Mr. Svarlbard’s assistant! Look at this! You could fall right off this cliff to your
death!

WALKER
Actually, we’re in the middle of something —

GRACIE

Oh yeah definitely, but you’re needed in a super important meeting with just me and you!
WALKER

Can it wait for a minute?
GRACIE

Nope! It’s literally a life and death meeting ha ha ha! Life. And. Death.
She stares at Desdemona

Ha ha ha oh you look a little frightened! Okay I’m just going to steal her away —
To Walker

I was never here and you never saw me!

WALKER
Umn...

GRACIE
Bye bye!
She grabs Desdemona and escorts her off-stage.
Walker watches them go.
Lights change.

An office.
One chair is in the center of the room.
Gracie leads Desdemona in.

GRACIE
Okay sit right here Mr. Svarlbard will be right with you! Nope right in this chair right here right
in this exact spot.
Gracie looks up at the ceiling.
Actually um...hold on.
She moves the chair a smidge to the left. Looks at the ceiling again.
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DESDEMONA
I’m actually glad Mr. Svarlbard wants to see me. I have something critical to discuss.

GRACIE
Sure sure sure -
She adjusts the chair again and looks up to the ceiling.

DESDEMONA (looking up to the ceiling)
Is there something wrong with the ceiling - ?
Gracie forces Desdemona’s head away from looking at the ceiling and puts her back in
the chair.

GRACIE
Nope not at all why would you say that ha ha ha!
Okay. Right there.
(very loudly)
YOU ARE RIGHT IN THE EXACT SPOT YOU NEED TO BE IN. Perfect. Just... relax. It must
be so difficult to be a famous actress always moving about, it must be nice to be in one spot, not
moving at all.

DESDEMONA
Yes it is very tiring, particularly because my co-star — I shudder to use that word — is so clearly
disturbed.

GRACIE
Yes. She’s amazing.
DESDEMONA
Who?
GRACIE
Sadie?
DESDEMONA
I’m talking about Kermit Von Hovel.
GRACIE
Ohhhhh.
DESDEMONA

The vampire. I can’t work with him, he’s a menace.

GRACIE

47



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

He’s eccentric. Sometimes actors can be so eccentric that there’s really nothing to do except get
rid of them.

DESDEMONA
You would need to drive a stake through his heart. I think he might be a real vampire — I’ve
never actually seen him in the sun.

GRACIE
He is pale.
DESDEMONA
There are snails living on his skin.
GRACIE
Snails?
DESDEMONA

I’ve seen them! He is so cold and damp that he has an entire family of snails living under his
coat! That’s not normal! I’'m supposed to be bewitched by his dark beauty, and there are SNAILS
LIVING ON HIM.

GRACIE
Oh sure absolutely I will bring that up with Mr. Svarlbard! That won’t slow us down at all!

DESDEMONA
Isn’t he meeting me here?

GRACIE
Oh yes right of course ha ha ha! I’m certainly not stalling to keep you in one spot for some
reason!
Above Desdemona a rope drops right over her head.
A giant TARANTULA begins, very slowly, to descend on the rope.

DESDEMONA
Maybe we could —
GRACIE
STAY. I haven’t told you the story of my life yet!
DESDEMONA
What.
GRACIE

Since we are now fast friends I must tell you my story. It’s riveting. You won’t budge from your
seat.
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The Tarantula descends.

Very slowly.

Harrowing piano music.

I too had dreams of stardom. My father was a spud farmer in eastern Idaho and he always told
me, 'Gracie, you’re destined for big things.” That’s why he had me shovel the largest potatoes.
But I craved more. So I left home with a pocket full of dreams, which I was robbed of at the first
train station, so I joined the circus.

The tarantula continues to descend. Very slowly.

Harrowing piano music intensifies.

I found work as a Great Cat tamer. To be honest, though, they weren’t that great. Housecats. I
used to stack them on top of my head six high while juggling other cats. None of them declawed.
All of them, their wide cat eyes focused on mine with one thought on their feline minds — kill the
human. Had I ever broken, had I ever shown the slightest weakness, they would’ve turned on me
in an instant — They would’ve toyed with my corpse like a ball of string.

The tarantula continues to descend.

The end came quickly enough. I did a new trick where I would stick my entire head
inside a Siamese Cat’s jaws. No one thought I could do it, but when properly motivated a cat can
unhinge their jaw like a python. His name was Fritz. I could smell the anchovies on his breath as
I delicately set my head between his fangs. And then...

The tarantula is almost there... almost...

The music crescendos

Susan bursts in

SUSAN
Miss O’Toole you’re needed in wardrobe.
Desdemona moves just as the tarantula misses her.

DESDEMONA
And do you believe you have the authority to tell me anything?

SUSAN
Mr. Maclntosh is ready for the next scene and he told me to tell you —

DESDEMONA
Very well. I suppose whether or not young Gracie survived her housecat juggling will have to
remain a mystery —

GRACIE
I lived. Mostly. But I'm haunted.

DESDEMONA
Tell Mr. Svarlbard I shall meet with him later.

GRACIE

49



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

But -

Desdemona exits.

The spider drops all the way to the floor.
Whoops.

Gracie slowly backs away from it as

Lights change.

Elsewhere, Virginia descends on Desdemona and Susan.

VIRGINIA
There you are! You look amazing.
DESDEMONA
1 know.
VIRGINIA
Just a few tweaks to the costume.
SUSAN

And if you don’t mind, I can work on your makeup while she helps you.

DESDEMONA
Are you going to refrain from making me look like a hag this time?

SUSAN
I’'ll do my best.
DESDEMONA
I’m comforted.
VIRGINIA

I just wanted to say that it’s so inspiring watching you work. The way you do take after take after
take after take after take, just to get it perfect —

DESDEMONA
Why are you talking to me?
SUSAN
Don’t move please.
DESDEMONA

[ am starving. Where’s your little friend the caterer?

VIRGINIA
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You’re not supposed to eat in costume.

DESDEMONA
Oh I’m not, oh gee I guess I’ll listen to you then. Get me some food.
VIRGINIA
Just a minute.
DESDEMONA
Get me some food. Now.
VIRGINIA
Fine.
Virginia heads off.
SUSAN
Almost done. You look gorgeous.
DESDEMONA
I look gorgeous without makeup.
SUSAN
Yes of course.
Virginia returns with Cookie.
COOKIE

Hi there. You’re not supposed to eat in your costume or makeup.

DESDEMONA
You’re not supposed to talk back to the stars.

COOKIE
What can I get you?
DESDEMONA
Something edible for a change.
COOKIE
I’1l see what I can scrounge up.
DESDEMONA
I’m a-quiver in anticipation. Am I done?
SUSAN

Just a bit.
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DESDEMONA
Hurry it up. If you’re going to fail at your job, at least fail quickly.

VIRGINIA
Costume looks good.
Cookie returns with a small plate of cheeses.

COOKIE
Here. Have some cheese.
She holds the plate of cheeses in front of her.
Tense music plays.
I made it special — for you.

DESDEMONA
Am | a mouse?
COOKIE
No?
DESDEMONA
Why would I want cheese?
Music stops.
COOKIE
You might want this cheese, because it’s special —
DESDEMONA
Is it exclusive?
COOKIE

It’s very exclusive. It will change your life.
She holds up the plate of cheese again.
Desdemona considers it this time.
Tense music begins.
Everyone looks at the cheese.
Even though you’re not supposed to eat in costume.

SUSAN
Or in makeup.
Gus enters

GUS
I’'m supposed to tell you that we’re ready to start filming even though it really doesn’t matter
because the movie will go on long after we’re dead, hey cheese.
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Gus tries to snatch the cheese but Cookie pulls it away.

COOKIE
Nope nope no this is for Desdemonal!
DESDEMONA
That’s my cheese.
GUS

You didn’t look like you were going to eat it.

DESDEMONA
Just because I’m not cramming my face with it like some kind of barbarian does not mean I don’t
want the exclusive cheese.

COOKIE
Of course yes —
GUS
You’re not supposed to eat in costume.
VIRGINIA
You don’t get to tell her what to do!
DESDEMONA

Thank you. Save that for later please.

F.G. (from off-stage)
Let’s go people!

Lights shift to the set of the film.

Everyone is there — waiting.

Valentina stands near F.G.

Gus enters first, followed by Desdemona.

Susan, Virginia, and Cookie enter — Cookie holds the plate of cheese.

GUS
I managed to find her. I need a bonus.

JENS
No bonuses for anyone, we don’t have the budget.

F.G.
All right let’s jump ahead to scene 10 —

GUS
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We haven’t finished scenes seven, eight, or nine yet.

F.G.
We are moving forward!

GUS
What do I know. Nothing.

F.G.

Our heroine has fled from her sanctuary, chased by the denizens of the night, where she runs into

our hero, Captain Matthew Van Helsing, played by the dashing and manly Walker Bronco.
Walker takes his spot and bows. Light applause from the rest of the cast and crew.

In this scene Captain Van Helsing swears on his sword that he will assist our young heroine.
Walker takes out a sword and flourishes it.

WALKER
I am always ready to assist young ladies in danger.
1o Valentina
If you ever need me, either as an actor or... as a companion in dangerous times, I will be at your
side.

VALENTINA
Good to know.
WALKER
[ 'am good to know.
DESDEMONA

Before we begin, look at this face. Imagine it talking.

VALENTINA
It is talking.

DESDEMONA
Did you see Rise from a Coma? The critic called Byron Chesterton said it was “enchanting.”

GUS
He said it was as enchanting as a magic curse.
DESDEMONA
That’s still enchanting!
F.G.

Let’s go please!
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GUS

Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night, Scene Ten, Take... One? Yeah I'm sure we’ll get it on this

one.
He clacks the clacker

F.G.
And... action!
And Captain Van Helsing is striding down the road —
Walker strides manfully.
He stares into the distance, posing.

WALKER
Something is wrong. 1 can feel it.

F.G.
And we’re not vocalizing because there are no lines here...

WALKER
And yet I must speak. To hear the power of my voice.

F.G.
And go Desdemona...
Desdemona runs in, pretending to be exhausted, but still making sure her hair looks

perfect.

DESDEMONA
Oh that was dreadful!

F.G.
And you spot his sword.
Desdemona is intrigued
And you are frightened by it!
Now she's frightened —
Terrified.
She screams silently

WALKER
Be not afraid.
Walker points his blade at her.
I use this for protection from the —

VALENTINA
STOP!
Everyone stops to look at her.
Permit me to inspect that blade.
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GUS
Oh I guess anyone can call cut now, that won’t slow us down at all.
Valentina rushes over to Walker.

WALKER
It was so realistic it frightened you, I imagine. I do that sometimes.

VALENTINA
As I suspected, it has been tampered with.

DESDEMONA
What?

VALENTINA
The time for this charade is over. I am no talent scout.
Groans and disappointment from everyone.
[ am Valentina Caravelli.
Gasps from everyone except Desdemona.
Yes. Correct. Gasp. [ am quite famous.

DESDEMONA
Are you an actress?

VALENTINA
[ 'am a detective. Because there is about to be a murder on this set. I have been observing for
some time and I regret to inform you that there are quite a few people on this set who are plotting
murder. One of those people has removed the safety edge of this blade — it is now —
She swings it about
Quite lethal.

F.G.
That’s right, but —

VALENTINA
As I suspected. We are about to have an accident. But of course this accident is no accident at all,
it will be murder. And I am quite confident the potential killer is standing amongst us right now.

COOKIE
If you’ll excuse me I have to get rid of some cheese.
Cookie dashes off-stage.
WALKER

This is crazy!

56



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis

© Don Zolidis
SADIE
Murder?! Someone here is plotting murder?! I can’t believe it!
GRACIE
Ha ha ha ha ha! Ha ha ha. Ha. No one’s trying to kill anyone! Especially not the lead actress!
DESDEMONA
What did you just say?!
WALKER
It’s nothing, baby.
DESDEMONA

Are you suggesting someone would want to kill me? Desdemona O’Toole, named by the critic
Byron Chesterton as America’s treasure?!

VALENTINA
I believe that may be the case.

DESDEMONA
I am America’s treasure! You hear me?! Someone wanted to kill America’s treasure!?!

F.G.
Calm down, Desdemona.
Desdemona takes center stage. Looks about at everyone.

DESDEMONA

Oh I see who it is. You want me dead, do you? Is that what you’re plotting?

Everyone kind of looks away
I see your miserable jealousy of my stardom and talent, like a crowd of worms gazing up at an
eagle. Someone here thought they could kill me? One of you?! I AM A TITAN AND YOU ARE
SPECKS! You might as well try to blot out the sun you gnomes! I am unstoppable! I will dance
on your graves! YOU WANT TO KILL ME?! I’'M STANDING RIGHT HERE! GO AHEAD,
INSECTS, TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT!!!

The lights suddenly go out —

WHAM. SMASH.

Loud noises.

A shriek.

The lights come right back up.
Everyone is in the exact same place.

Sadie staggers forward.

SADIE
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I...urg...
She coughs, then falls over.
There's blood.
WALKER
Sadie!
Kermit rushes to her fallen body.
Looks up.
KERMIT
She’s dead.
Piano flourish.
Lights down.
End of Act One
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Act Two

Somber piano music.
Lights up on the film set — the crypt.
Center stage is a large coffin.

During intermission, all six of the GIRLS have been transformed into vampire spawn.
Their makeup now resembles Kermit s — huge dark circles under their eyes, pale skin, black
lipstick. They are basically unrecognizable.

FE.G. is speaking to the cast and crew, minus Jens and Gracie.

F.G.
We are all terribly saddened by the tragic and sudden passing of Sadie North.
Walker holds a hat to his chest. Sighs manfully.
But this film is more important than any of us. And I’'m sure that Sadie would want us to
complete the movie that was her life’s work, so we’re going to —
Valentina approaches F.G.

VALENTINA
May I have a moment, Mr. Macintosh?

F.G.
Of course.
He speaks to the cast —
Girls, I want you to think vampiric thoughts. You are vampire spawn now —

VALENTINA
Please, Mr. Macintosh.
F.G.
Of course.
To the others
Blood, you thirst for blood.
Valentina pulls him away
VALENTINA

I do not believe the death of Sadie North was an accident.
F.G.
You said yourself that the sword had been sharpened — that was a possible murder weapon. And

1t wasn’t used, so it must be a coincidence that she had a heart attack at that moment.

VALENTINA
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We all work together. Nobody complains about anything. We get the rest of the scenes in the can
before morning —

KERMIT
I prefer working through the night.
JENS
You’ll never make it.
F.G.

Let me try. If this film doesn’t get made, none of these people are going to work again. The
talkies are coming, my career is hanging by a thread, no one likes Desdemona, Walker is
washed-up, these girls aren’t talented, please — let us finish what we started.

JENS
You got until the guy gets here.
Celebration from everyone
GRACIE
Yay!
GUS
Oh great. We get to work through the night. Yippee.
F.G.
Let’s get to places people!
Everyone starts running about.
VALENTINA
We are not finished, Mr. Macintosh.
F.G.
I appreciate your attention to detail —
VALENTINA
There is a murderer on the set —
F.G.

Or maybe there isn’t, who knows? But we don’t have time to sit around and investigate that right
now. You heard Jens, we only have until morning to get it done!

VALENTINA
You brought me here to solve a murder.

F.G.
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No I brought you here to save the film, which is more important than a person’s life. I think we
lucked out that only a character actress was killed and not the lead — we would be in a much
worse position if Desdemona got murdered. We would have to start all over, this way, we just
pop one of the girls in the nun’s costume and no can tell the difference! Thank you for your time,
it was lovely to get to know you, but this mystery will never be solved and we’re all fine with
that.

VALENTINA
Very convenient for you.
F.G.
Go home.
VALENTINA

I don’t think I will. You see, once a mystery is in my nose, I have no choice but to blow it. I will
sniff about here, I will sniff about there, I will find the stink.

F.G.
If you stop us from finishing this movie, I will kill you myself.

VALENTINA
So many threats from such a tiny person.
She stares at him.
How do you suppose Miss North died?

F.G.
I don’t know, we were all standing there — she dropped dead. Probably a heart attack.

VALENTINA
Hm.
F.G.
I didn’t have anything to do with it!
VALENTINA
Didn’t you?
F.G.
I’m not a suspect here.
VALENTINA
I shall be the judge and jury of that.
F.G.
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Miss Caravelli, talk to the other actors if you have to, talk to the crew, but stay out of the way. |
have a job to do, and I don’t have time to sit here bantering with you.

To everyone else on set —
Let’s go, people! We need to hit scene nine and we need to hit it fast!

Activity on set — the crypt is being set up again — the coffin is moved.

KERMIT
Easy with that, is very important to me. Very important.

F.G. (to Valentina)
Are we done?
And who do I have to kill to get some mood music?!
Jaunty piano music plays —
Lights change —

Susan is helping remove Girl 4'’s vampire makeup. Virginia has the nun's costume ready.
Cookie is snacking on her snacks.

GIRL 4
This is so exciting.

SUSAN
Stay still please.

GIRL 4

I think this is how people get discovered. Just plucked from the chorus.

VIRGINIA
Yep. Very excited for you.

GIRL 4
I used to think it was all about connections — you had to know somebody, or be somebody’s
relative, and then they would sneak you in — but no, it’s just like a bolt of lightning. Bam! You’re
a star.

VIRGINIA
Put this on.
GIRL 4
Should I go somewhere to change?
VIRGINIA

It’s a habit. You can throw it on over your other clothes.

GIRL 4
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Oh. Okay.

Girl 4 starts to get into the costume. She keeps talking through the whole thing —
Maybe one day there will be a movie made about me and this moment will be the most important
part of it - “little did she know that the tragic death of Sadie North would catapult her to
stardom!’ Did you know Walker Bronco asked me to dinner already? Back in his dressing room.
He’s such a dream. What if we fell in love? Hollywood loves a love story.

Susan roughly works on Girl 45 makeup.

Virginia cinches the sash around her waist very tightly.
Urk. Oh that’s a little tight.

VIRGINIA
That’s how they wear it these days.
Virginia begins roughly putting her into costume.

COOKIE
You know I have an idea.
GIRL 4
For my part?
COOKIE
Yeah. Are you hungry?
GIRL 4

I thought we weren’t supposed to eat in costume.

COOKIE
That’s more of a suggestion that a rule. And besides we’re going to be here all night, right?
Virginia and Susan are now putting the finishing touches on Girl 4, removing her makeup
and getting her very very tightly into the costume —

GIRL 4
Are you sure it’s supposed to be this tight?

VIRGINIA
I’m the expert. This is my job. Assistant dresser. That’s always going to be my job.
Cookie takes out the tray of cheese.

COOKIE
Would you like some cheese?
GIRL 4
Cheese?
COOKIE
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It’s exclusive. For the stars. Try some. You’ll love it. You’ll never want to eat anything else
again.
Valentina enters just as Girl 4 is about to eat some of the cheese.

VALENTINA
Ah here you are.
Cookie pulls the cheese away as soon as she sees Valentina.

COOKIE
Whoops nope I don’t think you want this.

GIRL 4
Oh I was —

COOKIE
Nope not at all.

VALENTINA

I would like to ask you some questions.

SUSAN
Me?

VIRGINIA

Me?

COOKIE
Me?

VALENTINA (to Girl 4)

You.

Cookie, Virginia, and Susan sigh in relief.

GIRL 4
Sure I’ve got nothing to hide.
COOKIE
None of us have anything to hide!
Cookie hides the cheese.
VIRGINIA

But why would she need to talk to us, Cookie, since we are just crew people and not terribly
important?

COOKIE
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Right. Yes. Of course. Good point.

Susan continues to help remove Girl 4's vampire minion makeup while Valentina talks to

her.

GIRL 4
Am [ a suspect?

VALENTINA

Everyone — Everywhere - Is a suspect. No matter how small the role, there are people who have

dark desires. They want what another person has. They feel they have been overlooked. They
burble like a burbling fountain. Burble burble burble... murder.

Virginia chuckles nervously

VIRGINIA
I’m sure that’s not true ha ha ha —

VALENTINA
You were quite ready to take the role, yes?

GIRL 4
I’ve always wanted to be an actress.

VALENTINA
You must seize opportunity when it appears, like a baby.

GIRL 4
What?
VALENTINA
Like a baby.
GIRL 4
What do you do with a baby?
VALENTINA

You grab it. Otherwise the baby simply cries.

SUSAN
Are you trying to say that you hold the baby?

VALENTINA
Yes. Right. Hold it. Like a pair of scissors.

GIRL 4
I don’t think that —

68



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

VALENTINA (interrupting)
How long have you been involved with Walker Bronco?
Susan spits out her drink

GIRL 4
Oh! Um — he asked me to dinner. In his dressing room. It’s very romantic.

VALENTINA
Before it was not romantic.
GIRL 4
Before?
VALENTINA

When you were with him before. Now he can be open about it, yes? Now he says you can tell
everyone. Before that you were like clams — very quiet. When you are just Girl number four, the
action with the movie star is very silent, now you are like a talkie film. Very nice for you.

GIRL 4
How did you know I was involved with Walker?

VALENTINA
I am like a bunny, I sniff here I sniff there — my cute little button nose goes up and down. I see
the way you stand during the filming, I watch your eyes.

GIRL 4
He always wanted to leave Sadie —

VALENTINA
Mm. That is what they say, yes? The men? “Oh I am going to leave her just as soon as I get the
chance and I will be with you. You are the only one — what is your name again?”’
Girl 4 can't say anything
Seems like a motive, yeah?
Pause
Okay! I am done here. So hungry can I have some of that cheese?

COOKIE
Nope nope nope the cheese is bad.
VALENTINA
It stinks.
COOKIE
Right.
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VALENTINA
I have got it in my bunny nose.
She gives Cookie a wink
I smell everything.
Lights change.

Piano flourish.
The set of the movie. Back in the crypt. The coffin is prominently displayed.

Gus has the clacker.

GUS
Das Vampyr, Scourge of the Night —

F.G.
Just go we don’t have time for that!

GUS
Oh okay I guess I don’t say anything then.

F.G.
Gus!

GUS

We just have chaos, then? Is that how this works?! What am I even doing if I don’t get to clack
the clacker?! I do nothing?! I just stand here and —

F.G.
Action!
Gus says the next part very quickly

GUS
DasVampyrScourgeoftheNightSceneNinetakeOne!
Creepy music.

F.G.
And go fog!
If you have access to a fog machine, fog billows in -
If not add the following two lines -

GUS*
No fog —

F.G.*
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No fog just keep going!

F.G.
And go Vampire!
The lid of the coffin jerks
It jerks again.
Kermit is having trouble getting it to move.
Any day now!
Kermit knocks from inside the coffin.

GUS
Do we cut?

F.G.

Keep filming no cuts! No more cuts ever!

Kermit smashes his way out of the coffin

He's a bit out of breath

He lurches out of it, trips, stumbles.
That’s fine keep going! Summon your human minions!

Kermit shrieks and gesticulates.

Valentina arrives on set and watches.

*Multiple possibilities exist for the entrance of the minions — if you can manage a false
bottom on the coffin, they could all emerge from the same coffin Kermit came out of. If not, they
can simply enter from other parts of the crypt.

Girls 1,2,3,5,6 and 7 enter, in ghoulish makeup, dressed identically.

F.G.

That’s right you’re even more evil now! No one is sad because you were of poor moral character
this is what happens when you don’t listen to your parents! I want to see evil faces! Evil faces
everyone!

The Girls attempt various evil faces as they lurch and move around the crypt.
That’s right you thirst for human blood! I want to see thirst!

They attempt to display this, not terribly effectively.
Someone find a rat! I want someone to find a rat and eat it.

They look around for rats
Where are the rats? I said I wanted rats!

GUS
Don’t look at me.

F.G. (improvising wildly)

Okay you can’t find the rats and now you’re even thirstier for human blood! Kermit you have an
idea!
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Kermit puts one finger up in a very stereotypical “I have an idea” pose.
It’s an evil idea.

He repeats the gesture, except more evilly this time.

All the minions gather to him.
That’s right! To the surface world for more victims! Go go go!

Kermit lurches out of the room

All six of the girls follow him
And cut brilliant thank you moving on!

The girls come back

GIRL 2
Should I be less evil than the others since I was actually a good person in life or —

GIRL 6
Question — are we actually dead or are we just in a state of unlife?

GIRL 5
What about this face? Is this a good evil face?
She does an amazing evil face

F.G.
No questions we’re moving on! Set up for scene eleven please!
Actors begin moving set pieces as Kermit returns.
Valentina intercepts him.

VALENTINA
Just the person I was looking for. Walk with me.
Kermit lurches alongside her.

KERMIT
You do not fear me. Like the others.

VALENTINA
Oh no not at all I’ve had worse boyfriends. Most of them in fact.

KERMIT
I cannot linger long in the world of the living. I must return to my chamber.

VALENTINA
Right right of course. Just a moment of your time. Your name is Kermit Von Hovel, yes?

KERMIT
I am beyond your little questions.

VALENTINA
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And you are from...?

KERMIT
Transylvania.
VALENTINA
Lovely. And you are vampire in real life?
KERMIT
I serve the darkness.
VALENTINA
And yet you are standing next to me.
KERMIT
[ am drawn to the light.
He stares at her
Dine with me.
VALENTINA

You know I am Italian right? So much garlic in Italian food. In fact I sweat garlic.

KERMIT
That is old wife’s tale.
VALENTINA
You were not sad when Sadie died.
KERMIT
All flesh must die.
VALENTINA
True. But she got you this job, right?
KERMIT
Hm?
VALENTINA
She got you this job.
KERMIT
How do you know that?
VALENTINA

When you were doing community theater with her, what was your name?

73



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

Kermit doesn t say anything
Toby Frankelhoffer?
I see why you change it, is a terrible name. Sounds like ducks being stepped on. Frank. Hoff.
Frank. Hoff. Not a star’s name. Neither is Kermit Von Hovel, though.

Kermit drops his accent

KERMIT
I didn’t kill her.

VALENTINA
This is quite a lot of effort you are putting on here. Staring at Desdemona — doing your little
mind tricks like a stage magician with squirting flower. Sleeping in coffins. Putting snails on
your skin. Are they real?

KERMIT
Of course they’re real.

VALENTINA
A lot of commitment. Just to drive Desdemona crazy. But that’s not why. Right?
Kermit doesn t say anything
The sword that was tampered with. You are killed with that, yes?

KERMIT
No I die from a crossbow.
VALENTINA
I see. My mistake.
How did Sadie die?
KERMIT
How am I supposed to know that?
VALENTINA

You were the person who said she was dead. You were right there. How did you know she was
dead?

KERMIT
She wasn’t breathing.
VALENTINA
Hm.
KERMIT

And there was blood.
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VALENTINA
Not breathing and blood. Two very different things. Like butter and pecans.
KERMIT
What?
VALENTINA
Butter and pecans. Two different things.
KERMIT
Of course they are two different things.
VALENTINA
So you agree.
KERMIT
I don’t know what you’re saying.
VALENTINA

That the blood and the not breathing had nothing to do with each other.

KERMIT
I’m needed on set.
VALENTINA
Of course, Toby.
F.G.

How’s Mother Framingham doing? She ready yet?

Mother Framingham enters, looking perfectly like a nun — this is Virginia, however, in
full nun costume*

*This does not need to be either hidden or immediately obvious to the audience. It might
take them a moment.

VIRGINIA
Ready! How do I look?
GUS
You’re a nun. Congratulations.
F.G.

We’re on Scene Eleven! I need my vampire and my minions!
Kermit approaches, getting back into character.

KERMIT
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I serve the darkness.

F.G.
Right, yes, but right now we need to serve the movie. Come on people we’re moving!
The other six girls enter, mid-conversation —

GIRL 5
So I think I have this figured out. At this point, my motivation is about revenge against the living
who’ve wronged me —

GIRL 3 (raising her hand)

Question.
F.G.
No.
GIRL 3
This is a legitimate question.
F.G.
No you cannot fight the other minions.
Girl 3 takes a moment
GIRL 3
Hear me out -
F.G.
No. All right places!
GUS

Places!
Everyone gets into places.
Virginia readies herself.
She s really into being a nun. Takes out a rosary. Crosses herself. Says a prayer.

F.G.
What are you doing?
VIRGINIA
I’'m getting into character.
F.G.
Stop it.
GUS
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My little spider friend

Come out and say hello to me

Because I do not know where you are

And you are very deadly, yes you are, time to go in the cage -
Valentina and Desdemona enter

VALENTINA
We can talk in here.
GRACIE
Ah!
VALENTINA
Something wrong?
GRACIE
No not at all why would you say that don’t be ridiculous ha ha ha!
VALENTINA
Perhaps we could have privacy.
GRACIE

Actually, nooooo... that would be a bad idea.

DESDEMONA
I have nothing to hide. I’ll talk in front of the girl.

GRACIE
My name’s Gracie. I’'m Mr. Svarlbard’s assistant and general handler. I handle things.
DESDEMONA
Mostly cats.
GRACIE

Yes, animals. If there are animals, I can handle them. Don’t mind me I’'m just... um... crawling
around with this box because... that’s what I like to do in my spare time. I’m not here!
She ducks to the ground and begins looking for the tarantula.

VALENTINA
You were standing near Miss North when she died, yes?

DESDEMONA
So.

VALENTINA

79



Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis
© Don Zolidis

Giving your little speech about how everyone was trying to kill you.
Gracie makes a little whimpering sound.
Drawing all the attention to yourself.

DESDEMONA
A good actress always draws attention to herself.
Sadie bumps into something.

VALENTINA
So no one was looking at Miss North — all eyes were on you.

DESDEMONA
What is your point?

VALENTINA
[ am simply asking questions.

DESDEMONA

You said yourself that people were trying to kill me.

GRACIE
Wha-a-a-at? Noooo. Psshh. Everyone loves you and your moods.
VALENTINA
Please, Gracie. Allow me.
GRACIE

Sure, sure, I’m not here.
She spots the tarantula™, gasps.

*Feel free to have fun with this — the tarantula could be descending again — it could be a

puppet on a string, but it is somewhere prominent.

VALENTINA

What.
GRACIE

Nothing! Carry on.

VALENTINA
And you are glad she’s dead, yes?

DESDEMONA
Why would you say that?

VALENTINA
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Earlier in the day you chased her about with a gramophone and said, I quote, “I’ll kill you, nun.”

DESDEMONA
Oh right yes.

VALENTINA
And now, mystery of mysteries, the nun is dead.
Gracie is creeping up on the spider — She makes eye contact with it — all § eyes.
I am like a German Shepherd, ears up, nose sniffing, my entire face is ready for any surprise.
Gracie LUNGES for the spider, slams into something —
Misses.
The spider flees

GRACIE

Ah!

They look at her.
Exercise. It’s a new exercise thing.

She demonstrates by lunging somewhere else.
Ah.
It’s great. Really develops your abdomen.

Valentina begins to casually stalk Desdemona, walking after her as she asks the
questions.

Desdemona keeps retreating.

Gracie keeps looking for the spider, following behind Valentina.

VALENTINA
How long after you stopped dating Walker Bronco did he begin seeing Miss North?

DESDEMONA
I didn’t date Walker Bronco.

VALENTINA
It was an affair then. A flight of passion. Two canoodlebugs canoodling in the night?

DESDEMONA
Canoodlebugs?

VALENTINA
Canoodlebugs. They canoodle, right? This is a thing. Canoodlebugs.

DESDEMONA
I despise Walker Bronco.

VALENTINA
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And yet you still see him. I suppose some men are like that. You hate them and yet — they draw
you to them.

DESDEMONA
I guess.

VALENTINA
How did you feel when you discovered he was also seeing Susan?

DESDEMONA
Who?

VALENTINA
The dresser. The one who changes your clothes.

GRACIE
Really? Nooo.
They look at her
Sorry.

VALENTINA
She told you during a costume change, yes?

DESDEMONA
Maybe I like my men like I like my eggs. Easy.

VALENTINA
Did Walker suggest killing Sadie?
DESDEMONA
What?! No!
VALENTINA
Then where did the idea come from?
DESDEMONA
It came from nowhere!
VALENTINA
It just occurred to you.
DESDEMONA
[ didn’t plan on killing her!
VALENTINA
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DESDEMONA
No!
VALENTINA

I understand. You were cornered. They were out to get you. Everywhere you look — scorpions.
Waiting to strike. Sleeping on top of vipers. Always waiting to strike. Sleeping on top of another
layer of even deadlier scorpions. So you strike first.

DESDEMONA
That’s not how —
VALENTINA
YES OR NO?!
DESDEMONA
I don’t know what you’re asking!
VALENTINA
Did you kill her?!
DESDEMONA
No!
VALENTINA
Did Walker kill her?!
DESDEMONA
No!
VALENTINA
And how do you know that?
DESDEMONA

We were going to. We had talked about it. But nobody touched her. She died too fast.
The spider is very close to Valentina.

VALENTINA
I—
Gracie leaps, tackles the spider, shoves it in the box
GRACIE
AAAAAHHHH I GOT YOU!

There was a bug.
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DESDEMONA
You’ve got nothing. You’re wrong about everything.
Desdemona rushes out.
Valentina watches her go.

VALENTINA
I’ve almost got it, Gracie.
GRACIE
Oh. Wow.
VALENTINA
One question vexes me.
GRACIE
What'’s that?
VALENTINA

How do you fit in?
Gracie hides the box behind her back.
Lights change.

Piano music.
We hear F.G. before we see him.

F.G.
Places for scene twelve!
Lights up on the film set.
If possible, it should like a cemetery. Otherwise, it can be a large open space.
It is night — there is fog — Mother Framingham has escaped the vampire and his minions and has
fled to the nearby cemetery.

VIRGINIA
If I am fleeing the vampire, why do I go to the cemetery?

F.G.
Because you are not asking questions because we don’t have time to have explanations for
anything.
One of the girls is about to say something
That goes double for all of you! No one has any reasons for anything!
In the cemetery you will encounter Desdemona. You will have a moment, you will not overact,
and then... poof... you are surrounded and captured. Okay?

DESDEMONA
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Fine. I won’t complain about your terrible direction.

F.G.
And I won’t complain about your terrible acting. It’s a peace treaty. Very well let’s go.

GUS
DasVampyrScourgeoftheNightSceneTwelveTakeOneDon’tScrewThisUp

F.G.

Action!

Thrilling piano music.

Possibly fog.

Virginia stumbles in, overacting.

She takes a breath, then takes her wimple off, shaking out her hair.
No you are not a beautiful nun, stop it.

Virginia continues, acting like the lead.

VIRGINIA
Those monsters nearly caught me —

F.G.
You don’t have lines it’s a silent movie.
Virginia pretends to hear something

VIRGINIA
What’s that?
She readies herself for a fight.
Desdemona enters, haggard.
You?!
DESDEMONA
Mother Framingham?! You look —
VIRGINIA
I know. Amazing.
GUS

This is incredible dialogue that no one can hear.

VIRGINIA
I must apologize to you. I did not believe you when you told me about Das Vampyr. Now it’s
converted all the girls.

DESDEMONA
You didn’t believe me because I was a wayward girl! But now I have learned my lesson!
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VIRGINIA
Will you ever forgive me?

DESDEMONA
Will you forgive me for my waywardness?

VIRGINIA
I will. I must.
They hug.
We must not tarry. They were chasing me.

F.G.
And... cue Das Vampyr!
Kermit lurches in, once again like he has been spit forth from hell itself.
Desdemona reacts
Virginia reacts twice as big

DESDEMONA
Ah!
VIRGINIA
AAAAAH!
Desdemona, not to be upstaged, reacts bigger than that
DESDEMONA
AAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHH!
VIRGINIA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHH!
Stare down.
Kermit intercedes.
KERMIT

Bring them to the crypt my minions.
The six vampire minions emerge and descend on them.

VIRGINIA
You’ll never take me alive!
F.G.
Yes they do! You go with them!
DESDEMONA

You monsters! Keep your foul hands off me!
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VIRGINIA
I will die before I submit to this indignity!
GIRL 3
So I can fight them now?
F.G.
Yeah sure.
DESDEMONA

Okay we’ll go!
The minions grab Desdemona and Virginia and drag them off-stage.

F.G.
Laugh evilly, Kermit.
Kermit gives a slight evil chuckle.
Bigger evil please!
He gives a bigger evil chuckle.
Still not believing it!
Kermit gives an immense evil chuckle

F.G.
Cut! That’s fine we’re moving on. Get ready for the final scene! Back in the crypt. Where’s
Walker? Walker Bronco to the set please. Walker Bronco.

VALENTINA
I’ll find him.

F.G.
Let’s go people!
They begin setting up the crypt again.
Lights shift to backstage.

Walker and Susan are together. Susan is straightening Walker s outfit.

WALKER
Walker Bronco has to go, baby.
SUSAN
But -
WALKER

This bronco needs to roam. Wild horses can’t be broken.
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You said we could be together.
WALKER
Walker Bronco says a lot of things.
SUSAN
But you said that after Sadie —
WALKER

Yeah. About that. Um... Wild horses also can’t be held responsible for verbal commitments.
Don’t be sad that it’s over. Be happy that it happened.

SUSAN

You cad!
WALKER
I am what I am.
VALENTINA (entering)

And what is that?
Am [ interrupting something?

SUSAN

Not at all. I was just finishing putting Walker in his costume.

VALENTINA
He needs much help with his clothes, yes?

WALKER
I have to go get ready for my scene.
VALENTINA
Stay a while. Chat with me.
WALKER

For a beautiful talent scout such as yourself, I got all the time in the world.

VALENTINA
I am not a talent scout, Walker Bronco.
WALKER
Sure.
SUSAN
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His listening is his best skill.

WALKER
Oh yeah. Walker Bronco listens so good. I can listen to you like no man has ever listened to you
before.
He moves to her like a snake.

VALENTINA
You know the Venus flytrap, yes? Harmless pretty little thing. Unless you tickle it in the wrong
spot. And then...
She slams her hands shut.
I crush you.
Don’t tickle me, Walker Bronco. You won'’t like it.
Susan has a coughing fit

WALKER
Don’t mind her she’s just part of the crew.
VALENTINA
And also your former lover.
WALKER
That was a long time ago.
SUSAN
I’m over him, to be honest.
VALENTINA
You are speedy, like mongoose.
SUSAN
Like a mongoose?
VALENTINA

They are very quick. You ever see them? Their little feets go piti-piti-piti.

SUSAN (confused)
Okay.

VALENTINA (to Walker)
I hope this former lover doesn’t end up like your former former lover. Sadie North, you
remember her, she died several hours ago, yes?

WALKER
That was sad.
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VALENTINA
Hm. Would you say you are a good actor, Mister Bronco?

WALKER
The best.

VALENTINA

So... acting surprised when someone dies, that would not be difficult for you.

WALKER
I didn’t kill Sadie if that’s what you’re getting at.

VALENTINA
Did I say you did?

WALKER

That’s where you were going. I’'m good at reading women.

VALENTINA
You read many women.
WALKER
I do.
VALENTINA

And are you reading Miss Worley right now?

WALKER
Who?
VALENTINA
Miss Worley.
WALKER
Not ringing a bell.
SUSAN
Me.
WALKER
Ohhh.
SUSAN

That’s my last name. Worley.
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WALKER
I finished that book.

VALENTINA

Pity. If you were reading her now, you might wonder why is she not so very sad. When I end
things with a lover, they are usually “oh Valentina oh my love boo hoo hoo don’t leave me I am

so sad I promise not to make the fish noise anymore boo hoo take me back so many tears look at

all my tears.’
This goes on for many hours.

WALKER
What are you getting at?
VALENTINA
It 1s intriguing, that is all.
WALKER

I gotta go. Tell you what, come watch me on the set.

VALENTINA
Oh I will.
WALKER
Watch me very closely.
VALENTINA
I plan to.
WALKER
And if you like what you see, come find me in my dressing room.
VALENTINA
No thank you.
WALKER
Near a romantic cliff —
VALENTINA
Nope.
WALKER
In a field of daisies —
VALENTINA
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I don’t like them.

WALKER
What do you like then?
VALENTINA
The truth.
WALKER
Oh.

Walker thinks about it for a second, realizes he's got nothing, and exits quickly.

Valentina watches after him

VALENTINA
He is quite charming from behind, yes?
SUSAN
What?
VALENTINA

I said that wrong. His behind is quite charming.

SUSAN
I guess.

VALENTINA
So why then, Susan Worley, are you not so very sad it has left your life?

SUSAN
I’m more angry than sad, that’s why I’m not crying.

VALENTINA
No. No that’s not true. You were angry. Now you are... nervous.
Pause

Valentina stares at Susan
We hear F.G. from off-stage

F.G. (off-stage)
Places for the final scene! Let’s go!
Lights change
The crypt again.
Desdemona and Virginia have been tied up.
All six minions and Kermit are there.
Everyone except Walker and Cookie has gathered to watch.
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F.G.
Okay listen up! We’ve got one chance and one chance only to get this right! We nail this scene
and we’re home free! Walker, where is Walker?
Walker darts in, followed by Cookie, who is straightening out her dress.

WALKER
Ready.
He gives Cookie a wink
Thanks for the sweets.
COOKIE
Any time.
F.G.
Thank you for joining us.
WALKER
Sorry I needed a snack. Walker Bronco gets hungry.
Cookie giggles
SUSAN (to Cookie)
Really?
F.G.

All right then. You are going to break in here, sword in hand. You see your beloved captured by
the evil vampire.

End of Excerpt
To purchase this play, visit www.concordtheatricals.com
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