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Cast of Characters 

 

 

NARRATOR 1 – highly enthusiastic about every holiday, ever. Male-identifying. 

NARRATOR 2 – less than enthusiastic. Female-identifying.  

 

Family Time 

AUSTIN 

MOM 1 

DAD 1 

STARR 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

 

Gifts 

SEEMA 

CHARLES 

 

Caroling 

KAYLEE 

LINUS 

CAROLER 1 

CAROLER 2 

CAROLER 3 

CAROLER 4 

 

Hauntings 

SCROOGE 

MARLEY 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS FUTURE 

VENKMAN 

EGON 

RAY 

 

Food 

DAD 2 

MOM 2 

JO-JO 

BUCKY 

 

Stress at Work 

TELEVISION HOST (can be played by one of the narrators) 

SANTA 

BARNEY, an elf 

MITSI, an elf  
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VONDA, a supervisor 

 

Holiday Music 

JEAN 

MAY 

 

Travel 

CRYSTAL, a Mom 

JEFF, a Dad 

VIOLET, the oldest daughter 

AUDREY, the youngest daughter 

ANNOUNCING VOICE, (can be played by one of the narrators) 

 

Decorations 

CINDY LOU WHO 

THE GRINCH 

 

Loneliness 

ABIGAIL 

TELEVISION VOICE (can be played by one of the narrators) 

MARLEY 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

 

 

Gender of the characters/performers: Every character could be played by anyone of any 

gender. I’ve used pronouns throughout (he/him for narrator 1 and she/her for narrator 2), but 

please feel free adjust pronouns as necessary depending on your cast. If another name for a 

character makes more sense, you may change names as well. (Mom #1 should probably be 

played female, but in the other family scenes there’s no reason you couldn’t have 2 Moms or 2 

Dads) 

Doublecasting – The recurring characters can be played by the same actors, or feel free to use 

new actors in every scene for an even larger cast. This play could be done with a total of 10 

actors – costumes and sets do not need to be elaborate.  

Shortening the play: The play, as written, runs about an hour and fifteen minutes. If you’d like 

a shorter evening, feel free to remove some of the methods and change the title accordingly. 

“Seven Ways to Survive the Holidays, etc…”   
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 Lights up.  

 It’s like all of the holidays had a baby, and that’s what’s on stage.  

 Christmas trees. Menorahs. Inflatable Turkeys. Madness.  

 

 NARRATOR 1 enters, drinking some kind of peppermint mocha thing from Starbucks. He 

is decked out in as much holiday gear as possible. Maybe an ugly sweater.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

I love the holidays! The sound of children laughing and playing in the snow and/or slush. The 

jingle of jingle bells. Special car commercials.  

 Think of it: Christmas, Thanksgiving, Canadian Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 

Diwali, New Year’s, the Winter Solstice, Boxing Day, Cat Appreciation Day, one after the other 

like an avalanche of egg nog, family fun, and weight gain. I never want it to end. Ever.  

 Narrator 2 enters, in a bathrobe.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Is it over yet?  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Except some people… 

 

NARRATOR 2 

I’m going back to sleep.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

No no no – come enjoy the holidays with me! Happy Holidays!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

I’m going back into my Christmas bunker.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

What is a Christmas bunker?  

 

NARRATOR 2 

A sound-proof chamber where I can keep all the holidays out – I usually set up an email at this 

time <Narrator 2’s name> will not be responding to email until after New Year’s because she is 

currently involved in a longitudinal study about the effects of sleep-deprivation on mice.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Okay, Grinch.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

You know what the Grinch’s problem was? He didn’t go far enough.  

 

NARRATOR 1 
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He tried to stop Christmas. He stole the presents and the tree and the Christmas ham and 

everything. He even stole the snow. And you know what he learned?  

 

NARRATOR 2 

That Christmas is unstoppable.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

No he learned that none of those things are truly important, what’s truly important is –  

 

NARRATOR 2 

That you cannot stop Christmas. Ever. It will steamroll you. Surrender.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

You’re not getting it.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Think about what he did. The amount of effort required to stop Christmas – a dog with antlers, a 

fake beard – he almost killed himself trying to stop Christmas and what did it get him? A heart 

condition.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

His heart grew three sizes that day.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

You think that’s good? I want you to take any of your internal organs and imagine it growing 

three times bigger. Your kidneys. Your bladder. You will burst like a ruptured grape. That was 

Christmas’ revenge on the Grinch. The true meaning of the season: Surrender or you will be 

destroyed. Well, no more! I say we strike back for all the Grinches out there! 

 

NARRATOR 1 

Lonely, miserable creatures who don’t wear pants –  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Do you know how much money I would pay to live in a cave by myself with a dog and no pants? 

That sounds ideal.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Or what about Scrooge? 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Oh Gee I’m a super rich person who lives alone with no one bothering me. That also sounds 

fantastic. All Scrooge needed was a dog. And to stop wearing pants. Actually he reminds me of 

my Grandpa in his later years.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

My heart breaks for you.  
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NARRATOR 2 

What people really need is a guide to help them get through the holidays. Not just Christmas, but 

all of them. And that’s what I’m going to do for you people out there today – how do you survive 

the holidays? So without further ado I present to you, 10 ways to survive the holidays!* 

 *If you’re doing fewer than 10 ways, please change the title accordingly.  

 

1. Family Time 

 

NARRATOR 2 

The first danger of the holidays is family time.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

I love my family! We get together during the holidays and cherish each other, and let each other 

know how much we’re loved.  

 Short pause.  

 Narrator 2 eyes Narrator 1.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

You’re just so special, aren’t you?  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Yep! Hi Mom!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

But how do you survive when your family is not special? Let’s watch.  

 Lights up on a photography studio, one of those places in a mall that still exist.  

 

 AUSTIN trudges in, dressed in a gigantic Christmas onesie (or matching holiday 

pajamas of some kind.) He is unenthused.  

 The PHOTOGRAPHER is setting up.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

You look fantastic!  

 

AUSTIN 

Kill me.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Is that the holiday spirit? I don’t think so.  

 

AUSTIN 

I will give you twenty dollars if you fake a brain hemorrhage. Seriously – just start screaming, 

clutch the side of your head, and fall over. I’ll even pay for the ambulance if we can make that 

happen. I’m good for the money. I’ll go home –  

 MOM 1 enters, dressed in an identical Christmas outfit –  
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MOM 1 

There he is! Look at you! So adorable! Oh my goodness! 

 DAD 1 enters, dressed in an identical Christmas outfit –  

Bert, look at our baby boy!  

 

AUSTIN 

I’m seventeen years old.  

 

MOM 1 

And you will always be my baby! 

 

DAD 1 

Especially in that outfit. Cause you kind of look like a giant baby.  

 

MOM 1 

That’s not helpful, honey. Remember, we are a united front.  

 

DAD 1 

You look glorious. So festive.  

 

MOM 1 

I love it! I love everything about this!  

 

AUSTIN 

Do I have to wear this?  

 

MOM 1 

Why would you say that?  

 

DAD 1 

If I have to wear it, you have to wear it.  

 

MOM 1 

We’re all wearing it. It’s cute. Because we’re together. As a family.  

 STARR enters, also wearing the identical outfit.  

There she is! Oh my goodness you are so darling!  

 

DAD 1 

So cute!  

 

STARR 

I look like a popsicle grew legs and arms.  

 

MOM 1 

You look amazing. You are amazing. So cute!  
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DAD 1 

She’s festive too! 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

All right fam, are we ready to rock these photos?! 

 

MOM 1 

YES!  

 

STARR 

Yeah sure okay.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Uh-oh, that’s not enthusiasm! Do we have a couple of grumps here? Are there grumps here? 

 

MOM 1 

No there are not. Are there, kids?  

 Austin has his phone out.  

What are you doing? What is that?  

 

AUSTIN 

I just –  

 

MOM 1 

No phone, this is family time.   

 

AUSTIN 

Fine. 

 He puts the phone away.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

All right fam I need some enthusiasm. 

 Boxing announcer 

ARE YOU READY TO PHOOOOTO?  

 

MOM 1 

Wooooooooooo!  

 

DAD 1 

WOOOOOOOOO!!!!! 

 

AUSTIN 

Woo.  

 

STARR 
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Okay.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Fantastic! Okay, Mom, we’re going to have you sit on this stool there – I want you to look 

forward and I want you to think about joy – I want a big smile, big smile, you can do it – Dad, 

you’re going stand behind her, and I want one hand on her shoulder and one hand on this 

beautiful girl here’s shoulder. That’s right. That’s love right there. And son, I want you sit on the 

ground in front of Mom here.  

 

AUSTIN 

What.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Right here on the ground and if you could do a look on your face like “It’s Chwismass!” that 

would be great. Big eyes. Like wide - you just got a new toy.  

 

AUSTIN 

I’m seventeen years old.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Exactly! Giant goofy grin on your face – maybe open mouth like this – and if you could have 

your hands in front of you like there’s treasure in front of you that would be amazing. We can 

photoshop in a toy truck later.  

 

AUSTIN 

What is going on? 

 

MOM 1 

It’s just a posed photo, sweetie, you can do it.  

 

AUSTIN 

Everyone else gets to pose like normal.  

 

DAD 1 

What are you talking about, I have to put hands on both of these people.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Because you love them, right, Dad? Your family?  

 Short pause 

 

DAD 1 

Yes.  

 

MOM 1 

It’ll be cute, do it!  
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AUSTIN 

Fine.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Fantastic. Fantastic. Y’all look great. Okay, let’s do it.  

 Photographer backs up.  

 They all pose. 

I’m not seeing enough childlike wonder, Austin.  

 

AUSTIN 

No one else is doing childlike wonder!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

You can do it. And three two –  

 He snaps the photo.  

No. You’re not doing it right, Austin.  

 

AUSTIN 

I’m just sitting here!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Maybe if you could giggle while you’re doing it.  

 

AUSTIN 

No! I’m not a toddler!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Let’s try it again.  

 

DAD 1 

Just do it Austin or we’ll be here forever.  

 

MOM 1 

These photos are just for us. And all the people we send Christmas cards to.  

 

AUSTIN 

That’s like everyone!  

 

DAD 1 

And your friends this year. We’re sending cards to your friends.  

 

AUSTIN 

Why would we send cards to my friends?! 

 

MOM 1 

It’ll be cute, come on.  
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STARR 

I have things to do, Austin! 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Don’t be a Grumpy Gus!  

 

AUSTIN 

I’m not a Grumpy Gus, this is weird!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

The best pictures are weird, come on! Okay and Three Two –  

 He snaps a photo.  

Austin ruined it. Let’s do it again.  

 

STARR 

Austin!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

And three two –  

 He snaps a photo.  

Nope. Real problem.  

 Snaps another photo.  

You’re just punking me now. 

 

MOM 1 

How `bout we just take one of the kids? 

 

DAD 1 

Yes. Thank you.  

 Dad gets his hands off Mom and Starr.  

I was dying up there.  

 Mom and Dad move away from the spot  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

All right fam in this one – Starr, is that your name?  

 

STARR 

Yes.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

You’re going sit on the stool here, hands at your sides, looking forward – real pretty, real pretty – 

gosh you are amazing. Okay, and Austin, you are going to sit on her lap.  

 

AUSTIN 

What?  
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STARR 

I don’t know if that’s a good idea.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

It’ll be cute.  

 

MOM 1 

I love it!  

 

AUSTIN 

She’s my little sister!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

That’s why it’s adorable.  

 

DAD 1 

Don’t worry about it, Austin, these photos are only for us, your friends, our family, and your 

teachers.  

 

AUSTIN 

You’re sending these to my teachers?! 

 

DAD 1 

They love `em. They ask for them every year.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Come on, act like you like each other.  

 

AUSTIN 

No.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Look, I got nowhere to go after this. I don’t even get paid for being here. I just do this out of the 

joy I get bringing families together. So – this can take thirty minutes, or it can take five hours.  

 

STARR 

Just get over it, Austin.  

 

AUSTIN 

I can’t sit on her lap.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Fine, sit on the floor.  

 

AUSTIN 
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Fine.  

 Austin sits.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Okay, you’re on the floor – big face, crazy grin on your face – this is Christmas after all – sis, 

let’s put your hands on his shoulders –  

 

AUSTIN 

No –  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Maybe one on his shoulder, one on the top of his head – like you’re patting a puppy.  

 

AUSTIN 

Arrrgh –  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Okay and three two –  

 He snaps a photo 

Nope I need a bigger face, Austin.  

 

AUSTIN 

Why does she get to smile normal and I have to look like a psychopath?  

 

MOM 1 

Cause it’s Christmas and I said so!  

 

AUSTIN 

Okay but – 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Happy face happy face Austin don’t ruin it –  

 He snaps another photo.  

Terrible. Disaster. Nightmare.  

 Photographer takes a squeaky stuffed animal.  

Okay I want you to look at Mr. Squeakers. Focus on Mr. Squeakers.  

 The Photographer squeaks the toy.  

 Austin stares at it in numb horror.  

Mr. Squeakers wants you to smile.  

 

DAD 1 

MR. SQUEAKERS WANTS YOU TO SMILE, DANG IT!  

 

MOM 1 

SMILE, AUSTIN!  
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STARR 

COME ON!  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Look at Mr. Squeakers! Look at Mr. Squeakers! 

 He snaps a bunch of photos 

Okay I think I need to switch to the clown outfit.  

 

AUSTIN 

No! No! That is enough! I’m not doing this! I am a teenager –  

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Teenagers get so touchy –  

 

AUSTIN 

I’m not being touchy! I am not a small child! I don’t take pictures this way, you can’t make me!  

 

MOM 1 

Fine. Let’s do the photo without him. Everyone except Austin. I would prefer if my firstborn son 

was in the photo for Christmas, but I guess we’ll have to explain to everyone this year that he 

was just too cool for his family. Even though I spent nineteen hours in labor with him. Ten and a 

half months in the womb – he didn’t want to come out. Just the agonizing, excruciating pain that 

a mother goes through – Pain like you can’t believe. But that’s nothing compared to the pain a 

mother feels when her son doesn’t want to take photos with her. I suppose that’s how it works. 

Pain in the beginning. Pain in the end.  

 

AUSTIN 

All right. I’ll take the photo.  

 Sound of photo snapping.* Lights change.  

 *It might be a fun touch to have photos of the “family” in the lobby or display area 

following the show or at intermission.   

 

NARRATOR 2 

Survival method 1: Listen to your mother.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Listen to your mother?! 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Close your eyes, grit your teeth, and do what you’re told.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Nice.  

 

2. Gifts 
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NARRATOR 2 

The second problem with the holidays: Gifts!  

 

NARRATOR 1 

What’s wrong with gifts? Gifts are an expression of your feelings for people! You say, hi, I like 

you, here’s a small token of my appreciation.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Nightmare.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

And what about getting gifts? Surely that’s a great part about the holidays? 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Wrong. Getting gifts can be just as bad as giving gifts. Watch.  

 SEEMA and CHARLES enter.  

 Both of them are on their phones. Charles looks up.  

 

CHARLES 

What would you like for the holidays, sweetie?  

 

SEEMA 

Oh you don’t have to get me anything.  

 

CHARLES 

Oh. Okay. Cool.  

 Goes back to his phone 

 Pause.  

 Seema watches him.  

 

SEEMA 

You didn’t believe that, did you?  

 

CHARLES 

It’s a real load off my plate. Thanks. There are some video games I’m saving up for – this way, if 

I don’t have to spend money on you, I can get myself something I really want. Or – I just had an 

awesome idea – you could get me some video games.  

 

SEEMA 

What?  

 

CHARLES 

I made a list, and there are some QR codes to websites where you can find them.  

 He hands her a sheet of paper with QR codes on it.  

 

SEEMA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skipping Forward 
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I think winning the relationship means the end of the relationship.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Definitely. But as a consolation prize, he’s up five bucks.  

  

3. Caroling 

 

NARRATOR 1 

You know what, most people have a good time during the holidays.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Those people are the worst.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

And they spend their time spreading joy.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Exactly. How do you survive other people spreading joy? Let’s watch.  

 Lights up on a living room.  

 KAYLEE and LINUS sit. Maybe the sound of sleighbells in the distance or snow falling 

outside.  

 

LINUS 

I love staying in during the holidays. A perfect night of doing nothing, watching The Peanuts 

Christmas Special on television, and sitting by the fire as it snows outside.   

 

KAYLEE 

Maybe we’ll roast some chestnuts later.  

 

LINUS 

Maybe we will! Ha ha ha.  

 The doorbell rings.  

I wonder who that could be?  

 

KAYLEE 

Did you invite anyone over? 

 

LINUS 

I didn’t! I guess it’s a surprise ha ha ha.  

 Linus gets up and opens the “door.”  

 *An actual door is not necessary, he can just move to the side and the carolers can enter.  

 4 CAROLERS enter, dressed in mittens and scarves and hats.  

Oh my goodness it’s carolers!  

 

KAYLEE 

Oh just like Love, Actually!  
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CAROLERS 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

GOOD TIDINGS WE BRING 

TO YOU AND YOUR KIN 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 Kaylee and Linus applaud 

 

LINUS 

That was wonderful, Merry Christmas!  

 

KAYLEE 

Merry Christmas!  

 The Carolers just stand there, smiling.  

Good job.  

 They don’t respond.  

That was really good.  

 

LINUS 

Nice harmonies.  

 

KAYLEE 

Yeah.  

 

LINUS 

So well done.  

 Pause.  

We’re actually gonna watch a movie, so.  

 

CAROLERS 

OH BRING US SOME FIGGY PUDDING 

OH BRING US SOME FIGGY PUDDING 

OH BRING US SOME FIGGY PUDDING 

AND BRING IT RIGHT HERE 

 

KAYLEE 

Oh there’s more verses!  

 

CAROLERS 

GOOD TIDINGS WE BRING  

TO YOU AND YOUR KIN 



10 Ways to Survive the Holidays by Don Zolidis 
© Don Zolidis 

23 
 

GOOD TIDINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 Kaylee and Linus applaud again.  

 

LINUS 

Wonderful! 

 

KAYLEE 

I love how that song has an implied threat in it. You don’t get that in a lot of Christmas carols.  

 

LINUS 

Normally they’re about joy and stuff.  

 

KAYLEE 

Right.  

 

LINUS 

Okay then. So… um… this was great. Thank you.  

 

KAYEE 

Thank you.  

 

LINUS 

Have a good night.  

 

CAROLERS 

WE WON’T GO UNTIL WE GET SOME 

WE WON’T GO UNTIL WE GET SOME 

WE WON’T GO UNTIL WE GET SOME 

SO BRING IT RIGHT HERE 

 

KAYLEE 

I guess the threat isn’t implied, it’s actually just right there.  

 

CAROLERS 

GOOD TIDINGS WE BRING 

TO YOU AND YOUR KIN 

GOOD TIDINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 Kaylee and Linus applaud again.  

 

LINUS 

So good!  

 

KAYLEE 

It’s really kind of awkward to just stand and look at them while they sing.  
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LINUS 

Try not to make eye contact, that’s what I do.  

 Short pause 

So good night! Thank you! That was great.  

 Short pause.  

 The carolers do not move.  

 

KAYLEE 

They’re not going anywhere.  

 

LINUS 

I know.  

 

KAYLEE 

Maybe they want figgy pudding! I’ll get some! 

 She rushes off.  

 Awkward pause.  

 

LINUS 

She’ll be right back.  

Pretty amazing we have figgy pudding on hand, actually.  

So um… you guys from around here?  

 No response.  

Cool. So you’re just like roaming the neighborhood going up to strangers’ houses then?  

 No response.  

Cool.  

 Kaylee returns with a small thing of pudding.  

 

KAYLEE 

This is fun, it’s like they’re sort of robbing us in a festive manner. Here you go!  

 She hands them the figgy pudding.  

 

CAROLERS 

WE ALL LIKE OUR FIGGY PUDDING 

WE ALL LIKE OUR FIGGY PUDDING 

WE ALL LIKE OUR FIGGY PUDDING 

WITH ALL ITS GOOD CHEERS 

 Linus and Kaylee applaud again.  

 

KAYLEE 

They’re not eating it.  

 

LINUS 

I know.  
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CAROLERS 

GOOD TIDINGS WE BRING 

TO YOU AND YOUR KIN 

GOOD TIDINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

LINUS 

We gave you what you wanted! Stop the song!  

 

KAYLEE 

We have things to do!  

 

LINUS 

What do we have to do to make you leave, just tell us!  

 

CAROLERS 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

LINUS (underneath) 

They’re starting over!  

 

KAYLEE (underneath) 

How many verses does this song have?  

 

CAROLERS (continuous) 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

LINUS 

Please. We have a life we have to get back to.  

 

KAYLEE 

Don’t you have anything else to do?  

 

LINUS 

Is it money? It’s money you want?  

 One of the Carolers holds out a hand.  

 

KAYLEE 

It’s money! They want money!  

 

LINUS 

I’ll get my wallet!  

 Linus rushes about 
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KAYLEE 

So um… 

 

CAROLERS 

ON THE FIRST DAY OF CHRISTMAS MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME 

 

KAYLEE  

No! This song is endless!  

 

CAROLERS 

A PARTRIDGE AND A PEAR TREE 

 

KAYLEE 

Hurry, honey!  

 Linus rushes back with his wallet 

 

CAROLERS 

ON THE SECOND DAY OF CHRISTMAS MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME 

 

LINUS 

I only have five dollars but you can have it!  

 

CAROLERS (continuous) 

TWO TURTLE DOVES 

 

KAYLEE (to Linus, underneath) 

All you have is five dollars?! 

 

LINUS 

Who carries cash?! 

 

CAROLERS 

AND A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE 

 

KAYLEE 

Think of something! We’re going to be here all night!  

 

LINUS 

Let’s call the police!  

 

KAYLEE 

The carolers know where we live! 

 

CAROLERS 

ON THE THIRD DAY OF CHRISTMAS MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME 
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LINUS 

What about a credit card?! 

 The Carolers stop.  

 One of them takes out their phone, and slowly, deliberately puts a square into it.  

Oh thank goodness. Here you go.  

Thank you. Thank you so much for your singing.  

 

CAROLER #1 

Pay artists.  

 

LINUS 

Right. Yes. Absolutely.  

 Caroler 1 swipes the card through the square.  

You guys were wonderful.  

 Caroler 1 hands over the phone to Linus to sign with his finger –  

Six hundred dollars?! 

 

CAROLERS 

ON THE THIRD DAY OF –  

 

LINUS (cutting them off) 

No no no that’s fine.  

 He signs the phone.  

Thank you. Merry Christmas.  

 The Carolers exit.  

 Short pause.  

 

KAYLEE 

Wow.  

 

LINUS 

Yeah.  

 Short pause.  

 

KAYLEE 

You want to go caroling? 

 

LINUS 

Yeah that seems lucrative. 

 Lights down.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Survival method 3: If you can’t beat them, join them! Plus, the holidays can bring some fantastic 

business opportunities.  

 

NARRATOR 1 
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You are just the saddest person, you know that? Those people were just spreading cheer. And 

making bank.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

So if any of you out there need a holiday fundraiser, I think you’ve seen a compelling option. 

 

NARRATOR 1 

Can we keep going? At this rate we’ll be here all night, and I have joy to spread.  

 

4. Hauntings 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Another problem with the holidays: The Holiday spirit. Or spirits. Actually, hauntings.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Hauntings? 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Oh yeah. Prime haunting season.  

 Lights up on Scrooge, miserable and grumpy.  

 

SCROOGE 

Bah! Imagine demanding time off for the holidays! Does the world stop in mid-December? Is 

there no money to be made? I ought to fire Cratchit. He should be grateful for his salary!  

 Sounds of chains clanking.  

What was that? I must be imagining things.  

 More chains clanking.  

 

MARLEY (off-stage) 

Scroooo-ooooge.  

 

SCROOGE 

Aw nuts.  

 MARLEY, a ghost, enters.  

 

MARLEY 

Do you not recognize me, Ebeneezer Scrooge? It is I, Jacob Marley, your partner! 

 

SCROOGE 

Marley, but you’re dead! 

 

MARLEY 

I wear the chains I forged in life! Every link –  

 

SCROOGE 

You’re a bit of underdone potato!  
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MARLEY 

Weird insult, dude. I have come to warn you, Ebeneezer. Tonight, you will be visited by three 

spirits! And they will teach you a lesson.  

 

SCROOGE 

I’m not learning it!  

 

MARLEY 

Then you will suffer the same fate as me!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

So what happens if you’re being plagued by spirits that are trying to teach you a lesson?  

 

NARRATOR 1 

You learn the lesson? 

 

NARRATOR 2 

This is America. We don’t have to learn anything! So what do you do? Who you gonna call? 

 Scrooge takes out a cell phone.  

 

SCROOGE 

Yeah I got a serious ghost problem here.  

 

MARLEY 

Listen to me, Ebeneezer! There is still a chance to save your immortal soul! 

 EGON, VENKMAN, and RAY enter, with proton packs on their backs.  

 

EGON 

Is that the ghost?  

 

RAY 

Amazing. A class four free-floating guilt apparition!  

 

SCROOGE 

It’s trying to teach me a lesson!  

 

MARLEY 

Mankind should have been my business!  

 

VENKMAN 

Let’s show this bad boy how we do business in the big city! Let him have it, Egon!  

 

EGON 

Perhaps we should listen to what the ghost has to say? 

 Venkman unleashes his proton disrupter.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skipping Forward 
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Not interested! Get him!  

 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

Come fly away with me and I’ll show you! 

 

EGON 

Ectoplasmic kidnapping in progress!  

 

VENKMAN 

Not on my watch, buster!  

 He fires again.  

 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

Ack!  

 He runs away 

 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST (From her hiding spot) 

Remember your ex-girlfriend? 

 

VENKMAN 

Low blow!  

 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST 

She’s super happy now and in a healthy relationship! Bet that makes you feel awful, doesn’t it?  

 The GHOST OF CHRISTMAS FUTURE enters, spookily.  

 

VENKMAN 

Uh oh looks like the Big Bad has arrived!  

 The Ghost of Christmas Future stands in its cloak.  

 

SCROOGE 

Spirit, what is the meaning of this?! 

 

RAY 

That’s right, keep him right there.  

 The Spirit points.  

 

SCROOGE 

Is that… my grave?  

 

EGON 

He’s having a vision!  

 The Spirit just stands there.  

 

VENKMAN 

Line `em up, knock `em down.  
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SCROOGE 

Are you saying… that at some point I’m going to die?  

 All three Ghostbusters fire on the Ghost of Christmas Future.   

 

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS FUTURE 

Aaaaaaaaahhhh! 

 It dies.  

 

VENKMAN 

Woo!  

 

RAY 

We came, we saw, we blew it to smithereens! 

 

EGON 

And nobody’s learning anything! 

 They high-five.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Survival method 4: Hire Professionals.  

 They Ghostbusters exit, celebrating.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

They missed three out of four.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Nobody’s perfect.  

 

5. Food 

 

NARRATOR 2 

No matter which holidays you celebrate, there’s one thing that’s common to all of them: Food.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

I love food!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

But do you love making food? 

 

NARRATOR 1 

Yes! There’s something really magical and being in the kitchen during the holidays, when you 

have your special family coming over, and you get to provide them with a feast. Good times.  

 Narrator 2 eyes Narrator 1.  

But you’re going to show me something that’s not great, aren’t you?  
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NARRATOR 2 

Am I?  

 

NARRATOR 1 

That seems to be your general M.O.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Observe.  

 Lights up on a kitchen.  

 MOM 2 enters, dressed in an apron. She’s very chipper.  

 

MOM 2 

All right! A whole day of baking and cooking to get ready for the seventeen relatives coming 

over for dinner! Woo! And nine of them are small children, which makes this even more fun! 

But I love a challenge! 

 Mom 2 limbers up to get ready for the marathon cooking session.   

 DAD 2 enters.  

 

DAD 2 

Are you talking to yourself again?  

 

MOM 2 

Just psyching myself up for a great day of cooking and baking!  

 

DAD 2 

Awesome. See ya in a couple of hours.  

 Dad 2 starts to leave 

 

MOM 2 

Actually can you help out a bit?  

 

DAD 2 

I thought you loved this.  

 

MOM 2 

I do love this, but a tiny little bit of help would be awesome.  

 

DAD 2 

Oh. Sure. No problem.  

 

MOM 2 

Can you get a roasting pot out please?  

 Dad 2 stands there.  

 

DAD 2 

Which one is the roasting pot?  
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MOM 2 

It’s the one we roast things in.  

 

DAD 2 

Right. Right.  

 He looks around.  

And where would we keep that pot?  

 

MOM 2 

We’ve lived here twenty-one years.  

 

DAD 2 

Right.  

 

MOM 2 

You know what, don’t worry about it! I’ll take care of it.  

 

DAD 2 

Oh thank goodness.  

 

MOM 2 

Can you get the turkey baster out?  

 

DAD 2 

Yes. I think so.  

What is a turkey baster?  

You know what I’m really incompetent so I’d probably just slow you down. I’ll get one of the 

kids to help you while I watch sports.  

 

MOM 2 

Sure! I love the kids!  

 JO-JO trudges in.  

 

JO-JO 

What.  

 

DAD 2 

Help your mother.  

 

JO-JO 

Ughh. Whyyyy.  

 

DAD 2 

Cause she needs help because she can’t do it all herself unlike Grandma.  

 He escapes 
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JO-JO 

Ugghhhh.  

 

MOM 2 

Okay we are going to have a special time preparing the turkey –  

 BUCKY enters.  

 

BUCKY 

Hey I’m supposed to remind you that Uncle Brian is gluten-free now and can’t have any gluten 

in his presence or near him or he’s going to lose it.  

 He leaves without getting a response.  

 

MOM 2 

Okay not a problem I can –  

 

JO-JO 

Oh that reminds me that Alexis is vegan now.  

 

MOM 2 

That’s wonderful for her! Good.  

 

JO-JO 

So there needs to be a vegan option.  

 

MOM 2 

I can make that work!  

 Bucky enters again.  

 

BUCKY 

Dad told me to tell you that Cousin Marcus picked up between three and nine new friends and is 

bringing them tonight.  

 

MOM 2 

How many?  

 

BUCKY 

Between three and nine.  

 

MOM 2 

Is there a specific number?  

 

BUCKY 

Dad didn’t tell me.  

 

MOM 2 
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Can you ask him?  

 

BUCKY (calling out) 

Dad! 

 

DAD 2 (from off-stage) 

Not now, son!  

 

BUCKY 

Dad says not now.  

 

MOM 2 

I know Dad says not now.  

 

DAD 2 (from off-stage) 

It’s an important part of the game!  

 

BUCKY (yelling)  

How many people is Marcus bringing!?  

 

DAD 2 (yelling, off-stage) 

Between three and nine!  

  

MOM 2 

Okay fine I’ll just make –  

 

JO-JO 

Did you know Grandpa is a hyper-locovore now?  

 

MOM 2 

He’s a what?  

 

JO-JO 

He only eats food raised within a one-mile radius of wherever he is. You’ll need to get food out 

of the garden.  

 

MOM 2 

We don’t have a garden.  

 Dad 2 returns 

 

DAD 2 

How’s the food coming? Oh man you’re going to need to speed it up. 

 He exits.  

 

JO-JO 

Remember that you can’t have nuts –  
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BUCKY 

Or apples –  

 

MOM 2 

Why not apples?  

 

BUCKY 

I don’t like them.  

 

JO-JO 

I want extra apples then. I want all apples! I want an entire apple course!  

 

BUCKY 

She’s only doing that because she doesn’t respect my dietary choices! You’re history’s greatest 

monster!  

 

JO-JO 

We never should’ve brought you home from the Hospital!  

 

BUCKY 

Mom Jo-Jo is being mean again!  

 

JO-JO 

You’re the meanest! 

 

BUCKY 

You are!  

 

MOM 2 

OKAY EVERYBODY OUT!  

 They stop.  

 

JO-JO 

Mom gets emotional during the holidays.  

 They exit.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

So what can you do?  

 MOM 2 wheels in a mannequin and puts the apron on it.  

 Then she looks around –  

 And runs.  

Survival method five: Escape.  

 Jo-Jo, Bucky, and Dad 2 enter and stare at the mannequin.  

 

DAD 2 
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How’s the dinner coming?  

 

JO-JO 

I think we broke Mom.  

 

DAD 2 

Honey?  

 

BUCKY 

She doesn’t appear to be moving.  

 

JO-JO 

Mom.  

Mommm.  

 

BUCKY 

Mommmm.  

 

JO-JO 

Mom.  

 No answer from the mannequin.  

What are we gonna do? 

 Mom 2 appears elsewhere on stage, on her phone.  

 

MOM 2 

Yeah I’d like a ticket to Cancun please. One way. 

 She exits.  

 

DAD 2 

We can do this! We can cook dinner for somewhere between nineteen and twenty-five guests 

with special dietary needs. Absolutely! We are self-sufficient!  

 

BUCKY 

Yeah!  

 

JO-JO 

Yeah! 

 Short pause.   

 

DAD 2 

Does anyone know what a turkey baster is?  

  

NARRATOR 2 

Survival Method 5B: Order Pizza.  

 

NARRATOR 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skipping Forward 
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You seem familiar.  

 

SANTA 

I have a glandular condition!  

 

BARNEY 

Okay, sorry for asking.  

 

MITSI 

I’d tell you to go to the doctor but our health insurance is garbage.  

 

SANTA 

I’m sure it’s not that bad.  

 

MITSI 

Last time I went to the doctor I had a bleeding ulcer – they gave me a candy cane.  

 

BARNEY 

I had a head wound – they wrapped it in tinsel.  

 

SANTA 

You know, healthcare costs are skyrocketing everywhere. But there’s other compensation for 

working here.  

 

BARNEY 

Like what?  

 

SANTA 

Like the smiles on the children’s faces. Those are pretty cool, right? And Santa? Santa’s a pretty 

cool boss. Probably the best. He’s pretty jolly.  

 

MITSI 

That dude watches us when we sleep.  

 

SANTA 

He just knows when you’re asleep, he doesn’t really watch.  

 

MITSI 

Why does he need to know when we sleep?  

 

SANTA 

He’s curious.  

 

BARNEY 

Why are you defending Santa? Santa doesn’t care about the workers in his sweatshop.  
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SANTA 

Workshop.  

 

BARNEY 

I said what I said.  

 Santa steps out to speak to the audience.  

 

SANTA (to the audience) 

I began to sense some dissatisfaction from my workers. I couldn’t figure it out. Why would they 

be dissatisfied when they worked for such a great boss while working long hours for no pay? 

Maybe they needed more candy canes. Elves love sugar. But then I met my supervisor, Vonda, 

and my perspective changed.  

 VONDA, the elf supervisor enters. She’s all business.  

 

VONDA 

Klaus, is it?  

 

SANTA 

Yes, Ma’am.  

 

VONDA 

I’m looking at your production quotas. Not all that impressive.  

 

SANTA 

Oh I can explain that.  

 

VONDA 

Yeah?  

 Short pause 

I’m waiting for you to explain it.  

 

SANTA 

I have a glandular condition.  

 

VONDA 

And that prevents you from making toys in an efficient manner?  

 

SANTA 

I need to eat cookies to keep my blood sugar regular -  

 

VONDA 

Eat cookies on your own time. On company time, you make toys.  

 

SANTA 

I can do better.  
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VONDA 

You know what happens to old elves that can’t cut it any more? 

 

SANTA 

They get to retire with dignity?  

 

VONDA 

They get fed to polar bears. Ha ha ha I’m kidding, I’m kidding, they’re given an opportunity to 

run for it. Some of them are quick enough to escape. Get your jingle bells together, Klaus, or get 

your running shoes on. Got it?  

 

SANTA 

Yes, Ma’am. 

 

VONDA 

And shave that beard. We’re not a biker convention.  

 Santa speaks to the audience.  

 

SANTA (to the audience) 

The problem wasn’t lack of pay or terrible working conditions, it was management. And by 

management I mean everyone who wasn’t me. But before I could do anything I needed to be 

back on the line for my shift.  

 Santa is back on the line with Barney and Mitzi.  

Man, management is kicking my butt. Why are they awful with no Christmas spirit?  

 

MITZI 

It comes from the top.  

 

SANTA 

I’m sure that’s not it.  

 

BARNEY 

The whole culture of this place is a nightmare. No pay. No health insurance. Constant sing-a-

longs. What we need to do is organize a strike – we’ll bring this sweatshop to its knees –  

 

SANTA 

Or, let Santa know what’s going on! If only we could get a message to him.  

 

MITZI 

Everybody walk off the job! No more Christmas! Let’s see how long Santa can survive without 

the gratefulness of the world’s children! We starve him out!  

 

SANTA 

Or, we ask Santa nicely in a respectful manner because he’s got a lot on his plate and is a really 

great guy.  

 Barney and Mitzi look at him.  
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Cause guess what?  

I’m Santa! 

 He takes off his ears.  

Ho ho ho.  

 

MITZI 

Yeah we figured out you were Santa, Klaus.  

 

BARNEY 

We’re not stupid. You look exactly like Santa.  

 

MITZI 

You didn’t even change your outfit under your work clothes.  

 

SANTA 

And I have heard your whining and have a solution!  

 

BARNEY 

Like increasing wages for elves and giving us better health care?  

 

SANTA 

Nope! We’re going to switch roles! We’re putting management on the line making toys!  

 

BARNEY 

Then what will we do?  

 

SANTA 

You’ll deliver the presents so you can appreciate how much work I do.  

 

MITZI 

Then what will you do?  

 

SANTA 

I’ll be the new management.  

 Vonda enters 

Vonda, get to work! And if you can’t work fast enough, there are some coca-cola-guzzling polar 

bears out there who would love to taste your tender flesh.  

I love management.  

 

MITZI 

Woo let’s deliver the toys! We’ll finally get to eat cookies and drink milk all night long! 

 

BARNEY 

I’m gonna ride a reindeer! 

 Santa steps out to talk to the audience.  
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SANTA (to the audience) 

So instead of loading up the sleigh we had elves drive vans around on Christmas night. 

 Mitzi careens across the stage screaming.  

 

MITZI 

Aaaah I can’t see where I’m going!  

 

 

SANTA (to the audience) 

Which was less than ideal.  

 Barney zooms in the opposite direction, flinging presents in random directions.   

 

BARNEY 

Aaaaaaaaahhhhh! 

 

SANTA 

So we all went back to our old roles.   

But I do need to hire some new management elves because some of the other ones were savaged 

by polar bears. 

 Vonda runs across the stage.  

But the important thing is that I learned something: change is bad. Ho ho ho.   

 

NARRATOR 1 

So that’s how you deal with stress at work?  

 

NARRATOR 2 

I think the message was crystal clear. Keep your head down, count the days until retirement. 

Avoid polar bears.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Wow.  

 

7. Holiday Music 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Another issue with the holidays is that they can get pretty overwhelming.  

 

 Lights up on JEAN and MAY, two DJs. They are decked out for the holidays.  

 

JEAN 

And once again, we have taken over your radio dial and are playing all Christmas, all the time! 

Cozy up with your pumpkin spice latte, warm up by the fire and relax, we’re going to guide you 

through this holiday season with a comforting deluge of yuletide classics. I’m Jean La Mer, and 

with me as always is May – my right-hand lady, my Christmas co-pilot.  

 

MAY 
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Hey there.  

 

JEAN 

What do you have for us, May?  

 

MAY 

We’re gonna start off with “Jolene,” by Dolly Parton. 

 May hits play for Jolene.  

 Jean stops it immediately.  

 

JEAN 

Sorry about that, listeners! We’re having a bit of technical difficulties there. My deepest 

apologies. May I'm sorry I think I heard you wrong. What song do you have for us?  

 

MAY 

The powerful sounds of Jolene, by Dolly Parton.  

 She hits play again.  

 Jean stops it.  

 

JEAN 

Sorry friends! May is having trouble at home.  

 

MAY 

I’m not having trouble at home I just –  

 

JEAN 

That’s not a Christmas song.  

 

MAY 

It’s a classic.  

 

JEAN 

It’s not a classic Christmas song.  

 

MAY 

Oh. Does every song have to be a Christmas song?  

 Jean is agog.  

 

JEAN 

Excuse me?  

 

MAY 

I was just thinking maybe we could have a bit of variety.  

 Jean laughs derisively.  

 

JEAN 
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Ha ha okay sure. We do have variety, we have both Mariah Carey and Paul McCartney. We have 

several different versions of Last Christmas. Ha ha ha if that’s not variety I don’t know what is.  

 

MAY 

Just seems like we play the same songs every year, for like months on end.  

 

JEAN 

Ha ha ha oh boy listeners – May has been replaced with a pod person I guess! Is this a cry for 

help? Are you in trouble? Do you need to talk to a therapist?  

 

MAY 

No I was just –  

 

JEAN 

We are a Christmas station! We play Christmas music!  

 

MAY 

Jolene –  

 

JEAN 

Is not Christmas Music! It’s a powerful anthem about the dangerous charms of a younger 

woman! I don’t feel festive when I listen to it! I feel like making sure that copper-haired 

enchantress isn’t going to steal my husband! It is banished from this station!  

 

MAY 

But maybe we could –  

 

JEAN 

What is wrong with you?! Who are you?! We’ve been doing this twenty-two years, May!  

 

MAY 

I know.  

 

JEAN 

You’re my only friend. But if we’re just going to start playing any old thing on this station, then 

I don’t know who I am anymore.  

 

MAY 

Maybe that’s a good thing.  

 

JEAN 

What?! 

 

MAY 

I need a change, Jean! I get up, it’s the same routine every day! And then I come to this station 

and spend eight hours with you cycling through White Christmas and Eartha Kitt’s version of 
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Santa Baby – in the same order! I need something more! I need to see what else is out there! 

Maybe music that was released in the past fifteen years or so!  

 

JEAN 

This is a betrayal.  

 

MAY 

It’s an evolution. I was listening to this the other day –  

 She hands a record to Jean – 

 

JEAN 

Cardi B?!  

 

MAY 

It’s fun.  

 

JEAN 

Is it about Christmas? 

 

MAY 

It’s not.  

 

JEAN 

I don’t think I can do this.  

 

MAY 

I want to try new things. I want to see what’s out there. Jean, come with me.  

 

JEAN 

I don’t know that I can change like you can.  

 

MAY 

Yes you can.  

 

JEAN 

I’m scared.  

 

MAY 

There’s nothing to be scared of. We can play whatever we want. We can be free.  

 Jean starts to waver 

 

JEAN 

But Christmas music is all I’ve ever known.  

 

MAY 

I know that.  
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JEAN 

And these times we’ve had together, playing the same songs every year, they’re like a warm 

blanket for me. I cherish our time together, May.  

 

MAY 

I do too. But I want us to grow.  

 

JEAN 

Will there be chestnuts roasting over an open fire?  

 

MAY 

I don’t honestly think anyone actually does that. Have you ever roasted chestnuts?  

 

JEAN 

No, it sounds kind of weird.  

 

MAY 

Let’s try something new. Together.  

 Jean thinks about it 

 

JEAN 

But what if the music isn’t good?  

 

MAY 

Then we play something else. Something we’ve never heard before.  

 

JEAN 

…okay.  

 

MAY 

Okay?  

 

JEAN 

Okay let’s play Dolly Parton.  

 

MAY 

You mean it!? 

 

JEAN 

Listeners! This is Jean and May! We are going into uncharted waters! With a song from 1973 

that isn’t about Christmas! We’ve never played it on this station before! I am shaking, I am 

literally shaking right now.  

 

MAY 

I’m right here.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skipping Forward 
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JEFF 

It’s just that maybe Audrey could walk –  

 

AUDREY 

I don’t wanna walk I wanna ride!  

 

JEFF 

You might be a little too big for the stroller, sweetie.  

 

AUDREY 

No! 

 

VIOLET 

Why can’t I be in the stroller?  

 Crystal claps her hands together.  

 

CRYSTAL 

Hey! Focus! If we are going to visit all four sets of grandparents in four days we need to be a 

well-oiled machine!  

 

VIOLET 

Why can’t we Zoom with Maw-Maw? 

 

JEFF 

Maw-Maw can’t work the Zoom, baby.  

 

CRYSTAL 

The time for planning has passed. It is now time for execution. Violet, you are the tip of the 

spear. You are going to pretend to be looking for Mommy and cut to the front of the line. We 

will follow in fourteen seconds. Audrey, I need a class three public tantrum right now to clear the 

aisle for us. Jeff, you are going to shoulder the load and get supportive looks of approval from 

the mothers as you wrestle these girls into their car seats. I am going to secure snacks and 

multiple water bottles –  

 

AUDREY 

I want Goldfish –  

 

CRYSTAL 

You will get what I bring you and accept my generosity. Once we land in Atlanta, we will repeat 

the process to get to the front of the line at the rental car facility. I want no slip-ups, no 

hesitation, no crying.  

 

AUDREY 

Except I cry right?  

 

CRYSTAL 
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Of course. Everyone has their manual of instructions?  

 

VIOLET 

Yep! 

 

CYSTAL 

Synchronize watches. Swarm on three. And three two one –  

 

ALL FOUR 

SWARM!  

 Audrey starts a public tantrum –  

 Violet moves in one direction –  

 Crystal rushes off –  

 Jeff struggles to try to calm Audrey 

 

AUDREY 

Aaaaaaah I am upset for no reason at all! I am having a breakdown! I am going to be 

EXTREMELY LOUD!  

 

VIOLET 

I’m looking for my Mommy! I think she got on the plane already!  

 

JEFF (to imaginary approving mothers) 

Kids, right? It’s tough sometimes as a Dad of two daughters. I’ve really had to learn a lot about 

My Little Pony.  

 

AUDREY 

I AM CONTINUING MY TANTRUM! Aaaaaahh!  

 

JEFF 

It’s okay, Baby. Uh-oh. I need some help from people who are going to take pity on a poor Dad 

with two daughters and give him special treatment. 

 

VIOLET 

Are you my Mommy? Mommy?! 

 

JEFF 

Oh thanks I –  

 Ding.  

 An ANNOUCING VOICE sounds. 

 

ANNOUNCING VOICE 

Hey everyone, bad news. It looks like Winter Storm Earnest is bearing down on the East, West, 

and Central coasts. We’re experiencing blizzard conditions and the airport has gone into a full 

ground stop. We don’t know how long we’re going to have to wait, but it will probably be 

terrible and miserable for everyone.  
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 Crystal rushes back in  

 In perfect unison, the tantrum stops, and Violet rushes back to join them.  

 

CRYSTAL 

Huddle! 

 They come back together suddenly.  

New plan: Violet, get on the phone and rent a car.  

 

VIOLET 

I’m twelve.  

 

CRYSTAL 

You are thirty-seven years old, your name is Marjorie Denning and you are paying with a credit 

card to get to a business conference in Atlanta. Audrey, I need you to stage a class four tantrum 

at the front of the help desk while Jeff, you swoop in to pick her up and claim the front of the 

line to rebook our flights on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. I will acquire additional 

provisions, road flares, and snow tires from the poorly stocked bookstore.  

 

JEFF 

Maybe we should - ? 

 

CRYSTAL 

In a crisis situation there needs to be a clear chain of command. Know your role, execute the 

plan, and we will make it out of this to see Grammy and Grampy. Got it?  

  

JEFF 

All right.  

 

CRYSTAL 

Swarm on three.  

 They put their hands in 

Three two one –  

 

ALL FOUR 

SWARM.  

 They leap into action again –  

 Violet has her cell phone out –  

 Audrey gets out of the stroller and heads to the side of the sage –  

 Jeff follows –  

 Crystal lunges off-stage 

 

VIOLET 

Yes, Hello, my name is Marjorie Demming and I am thirty-seven years old and I sound like this 

because I have just had surgery and am taking an unusual amount of painkillers. I would like to 

rent a car right now immediately.  
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AUDREY 

I WANT TO SEE GRAMMY RIGHT NOW I CAN’T STAND IT ANYMORE AAAAAAAH! 

 

JEFF 

Baby, it’s gonna be okay, I’m sure we’ll get to see your Grammy at some point, if only there was 

some way to get in front of this long line, it’s so hard as the father of two young girls to travel 

during the holidays, if only someone would take pity on us and let us get to the front of the line.  

 

AUDREY 

WE’LL NEVER GET TO THE FRONT OF THE LINE SO I’LL JUST KEEP SCREAMING 

FOREVER AND EVER AND NEVER STOP AND ONLY GET LOUDER AND LOUDER –  

 

JEFF (to an imaginary person) 

Oh thank you for letting us go first. You’re really nice to a single father.  

 Audrey stops.  

 

VIOLET (into her phone) 

I would like your finest car, please. For me, because I am totally an adult and can definitely 

legally rent a car.  

 Ding.  

 The Announcer’s voice comes on again.  

 

ANNOUNCER’S VOICE 

Bad news again, folks. It looks like Winter Storm Earnest has been joined by Winter Storm 

Fiona and now they are doing a special hug in the center of the country, which is making snow 

tornados which is something I’ve never seen before but I’m sure will make it impossible to drive 

anywhere- who knows when this storm is going to end, but I’m sure glad I’m personally not 

traveling during the holidays! Sucks to be all of you.* 

 *This line may be cut 

 

 Crystal rushes back in – 

 

CRYSTAL 

New plan! 

 Everyone gathers instantly – 

Violet, you are booking us on the train and –  

 

ANNOUNCER’S VOICE 

And I’ve also been told the trains are not running because of a conductor’s strike. Just FYI.  

 Crystal stops.  

 

CRYSTAL 

Well shoot.  

 

AUDREY 

We could take a hot air balloon?  
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VIOLET 

There are snow tornados.  

 

AUDREY 

What if we hired a private jet?  

 

CRYSTAL 

No way to procure one in time.  

 Pause.  

 

JEFF 

How `bout we stay home?  

 

CRYSTAL 

Done.  

 Lights change.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Survival method 8: Don’t travel.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

What about seeing relatives?  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Maw-Maw’s gonna need to learn the Zoom.  

 

9. Decorations 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Another thing that can be difficult during the holidays is decorations.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

Oh I love decorating during the holidays! I have two storage units full of stuff.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

You’re part of the problem.  

 

NARRATOR 1 

A wonderful problem! 

 

NARRATOR 2 

Is it? Let’s watch.  

 Lights up on CINDY LOU, stringing one sad little string of colored lights across the 

stage.  

 She turns it on.  
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 It lights up. Barely.  

 

 THE GRINCH enters. Takes a look at the single strand of lights.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Oh no it’s the Grinch!  

 

GRINCH 

Hey there, neighbor.  

 

CINDY LOU 

You’re not stealing my lights! This is all I have for decorations this year! 

 

GRINCH 

I wouldn’t think of it! That was the old me. The new me is all about Christmas decorations. 

 

CINDY LOU 

Really?  

 

GRINCH 

Check it out!  

 If possible, there’s a bright glow from off-stage.  

 If not, they simply stare off-stage.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Wow.  

 

GRINCH 

Nineteen separate inflatables. Ninety-one strands of colored lights.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Are those real live reindeer?  

 

GRINCH 

Yeah I imported them from Norway and marooned them on my roof. I think it makes it extra 

festive to add an element of danger. And check this out, I’ve rigged the lights to flash in time 

with Electric Light Orchestra’s Carol of the Bells.  

 He presses a remote control button.  

 ELO’s Carol of the Bells* plays for a moment.  

 *(For copyright purposes, please keep this to a short snippet of the song)  

 

CINDY LOU 

Oh my goodness.  

 

GRINCH 
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I’ve heard my Christmas display actually distracts passing aircraft. If you watch closely, you can 

see them veer wildly and have to course-correct at the last second. 

 

CINDY LOU 

I’m surprised you could get that many manger scenes to fit on your lawn.  

 

GRINCH 

You know what’s better than one manger scene? Twenty-seven manger scenes. The city told me 

I couldn’t use live babies, unfortunately, so I had to make some changes.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Oh.  

 

GRINCH (dismissive) 

Laws! What can you do?  

But I am seriously out-Christmassing all of Whoville these days.  

 

CINDY LOU 

I don’t know that you’re out-Christmassing Whoville.  

 

GRINCH 

Oh I totally am. Look at that award from the Homeowner’s Association. 

 

CINDY LOU 

“First Place. Awesome Christmas Decoration Contest.” 

 

GRINCH 

You hear that? First place. Boom. You must be pretty devastated.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Not really.  

 

GRINCH 

Are you sure? Aren’t you sad? 

 

CINDY LOU 

No.  

 

GRINCH 

With your single pathetic strand of lights?  

 

CINDY LOU 

I like my lights.  

 

GRINCH 

But there are only a few of them, and I have so many!  
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CINDY LOU 

They’re still pretty.  

 

GRINCH 

You only have one strand’s worth of Christmas spirit. I have ninety-one strands of Christmas 

spirit! 

 

CINDY LOU 

I heard.  

 

GRINCH 

And inflatables. So many inflatables. I could actually attach them to my house with ropes and fly 

myself to the North Pole. Then I could teach Santa a thing or two.  

 

CINDY LOU 

I think you’re missing the point, Grinch.  

 

GRINCH 

Missing the point?!  

 

CINDY LOU 

The point isn’t the amount of Christmas decorations you have, it’s the amount of Christmas spirit 

you have.  

 

GRINCH 

Say what now?  

 

CINDY LOU 

Christmas isn’t in the lights or the tinsel or the tree, or the inflatables –  

 

GRINCH 

What about the live reindeer?  

 

CINDY LOU 

It’s in your family and how much love you have in your heart.  

 

GRINCH 

Don’t talk to me about my heart. I’ve been seeing the doctor ever since last year. Apparently I 

have a very serious heart condition.  

 

CINDY LOU 

And maybe if you just relaxed a little bit during the holidays, your heart would go back to 

normal size and you wouldn’t be in danger of a massive coronary event.  

 

GRINCH 
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Yeah it is troubling. I’m on like fifteen different medications right now. I’ve been working on 

this display for months – and breaking a lot of laws to do it.  

 

CINDY LOU 

It just needs to be something simple. 

 

GRINCH 

But how is Santy-Claus going to see my house if there isn’t a landing strip on the roof?  

 

CINDY LOU 

He has GPS. And a mutant reindeer with a radioactive nose that lets him cut through fog like a 

hot knife through butter.  

 

GRINCH 

Oh. I feel pretty stupid.  

 

CINDY LOU 

Don’t worry about it. Everyone makes mistakes.  

 

GRINCH 

Hm.  

 

NARRATOR 2 

And as the Grinch thought about what Cindy Lou Who had to say, his brain grew three sizes 

bigger.  

 Grinch clutches his head and falls over.  

 

GRINCH 

Aaaaaaah my brain is swelling!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

Sorry no. His brain only got slightly bigger.  

 

GRINCH 

Still a problem!  

 

NARRATOR 2 

His brain stayed the same size. And his heart was normal-sized. As were his lungs, bladder, and 

other internal organs. But he did have a new idea.  

 

End of Excerpt. 
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