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Cast of Characters 

 

 

DIRECTOR, any gender, a little too hands-off for her own good 

TECHIE, any gender, dressed all in black, trying to make it all work 

 

Room 1: 

THE MAD SCIENTIST, any gender, really into it 

LEFT ARM,  (M-identifying), not really a theater person, in the show because he’s in love with 

the Witch 

RIGHT ARM (M-identifying), not really a theater person, also in the show just because of a 

crush with the Witch 

SEVERED HEAD, any gender, this is their chance to shine because they didn’t get a lead role in 

the last musical 

 

Room 2: 

THE WITCH, (F-identifying), wakes up every day and chooses chaos 

SPOOK 1, any gender, wants to be the witch 

SPOOK 2, any gender, easily scared 

 

Room 3: 

THE LITTLE MERMAID, (probably but not necessarily F-identifying), finds mermaids 

terrifying 

ZOMBIE FLOUNDER, any gender, the re-animated undead corpse of a lovable cartoon fish 

 

The Visitors: 

ANTHONY, (m-identifying, probably), wants to prove he isn’t scared of anything, is actually 

scared of everything 

JULISSA, (f-identifying, probably), not really impressed with the Haunted House or Anthony 

 

AIDAN, (m-identifying), a middle school boy, the bane of all Haunted Houses everywhere 

ZANE, (m-identifying), a second middle school boy, also the bane of all of all Haunted Houses 

everywhere 

LUKE, (m-identifying) a third middle school boy, thereby creating a middle school boy triad, 

which is truly the bane of all Haunted Houses everywhere 

 

GRANDMA 

FLOUNDER’S MOM, looking for Zombie Flounder 

 

Additional Roles: If necessary, you may include additional spooks, ghosts, undead sea creatures, 

and middle school boys.  
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Technical Requirements: 

 

The overriding principle here is that the school is putting on a fund-raiser, so they are using 

whatever is available in order to create the haunted house, costumes, makeup, etc… It’s perfectly 

fine if the wires show, and even better if the set looks cobbled together from parts of other 

previous sets. This does not need to look good.  

 

THE SET: On stage is a cross-section of three “rooms” of a haunted house. There could be walls 

in between each room, or perhaps just the suggestion of walls, but it should be clear that there is 

only supposed to be one way in and out of the “rooms.” A half-wall would give the audience the 

proper idea that a wall is supposed to be there, while still allowing full sight lines.  

 

A DEAD BODY is supposed to be tossed from a catwalk. If you do not have a catwalk, the dead 

body could be tossed from behind a flat, or even just tossed high into the air if necessary. It is 

perfectly acceptable to see the Techie throw the body. For the body, a weighted dummy works 

best.  

 

ROOM 1: A mad scientist’s lair. Some kind of large box or covered table with three holes is 

needed. The holes should be spaced fairly far apart, and should provide a place for RIGHT ARM, 

LEFT ARM, and SEVERED HEAD to stick through. Any other type of mad-scientist equipment 

is encouraged, but not necessary.  

 

ROOM 2: A dining room. A large dining table set for dinner. Candlesticks, plates, and bowls 

should possibly be able to “float” in the air – (one or two is all you need). There should also be 

hiding places for two spooks to be able to leap out of the darkness.  

 

ROOM 3: The Mermaid’s grotto. Basically the set of a production of The Little Mermaid. Coral. 

Totally incongruous with everything else in the show.  

 

 

Staging: As the show goes on, it gets more complicated, I’ve split up the page into 2 and then 3 

columns to show what is happening in each room. Timing is crucial, but feel free to ad-lib as 

necessary as the whole thing comes crashing down.  

 

Ad-Libbing and Focus: There are many places in the play with at least a dozen characters on 

stage at the same time – feel free to ad lib some moments for those characters, BUT KEEP AN 

EYE ON WHERE THE FOCUS OF THE AUDIENCE IS. There’s a lot going on, and it might 

be necessary to trim moments to keep the audience able to follow the action. The main idea is to 

have fun! If an ad libbed line is working, feel free to keep it in!  
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 Lights up on a cross-section of the haunted house.  

 Everyone is in place except the Little Mermaid and Zombie Flounder. 

 We see the three rooms.  

 

DIRECTOR (off-stage) 

All right is everyone ready for the final run-through?  

 The arms bang on their box. Other various noises of assent from the actors.  

So what’s going to happen, I’m going to stand here and announce each group –  

 The Director switches to a spooky voice 

“Hold on to your loved ones, you are about to enter the most terrifying, most macabre, most vile 

mansion of depraved evil you could ever imagine! You may never be the same! Enter at your 

own risk! Also the safe word is asparagus. And then go!” 

 The Director walks in through the door into Room 1, pretending to be a regular visitor.  

Boy I’m not scared this doesn’t look scary at all.  

 The Mad Scientist grips some kind of lever.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Stay back! Behold as I harness the power of electricity to hold dominion over life and death 

itself!  

Wait can I do that better? I can do that better.  

 The Severed Head groans.  

No no no this is important for my reel!  

 

DIRECTOR 

You’re recording this?  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Since I was not given the role I deserved in Hadestown I have to make my audition tape from 

this, okay? Even though that’s not fair.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

I was also not given the role I deserved in Hadestown. Listen: (singing) Orrrr-pheusss…  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Oh that’s good – not as good as I do it, but –  

 

DIRECTOR 

Guys? We have people waiting outside. Can we start please?  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

I’m also amazing at being dead.  

 Severed Head fakes being dead.  
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MAD SCIENTIST 

Stay back! Behold as I harness the power of electricity to hold dominion over life and death 

ITSELF!!!! 

 The Mad Scientist throws the switch.  

 Nothing happens.  

 

DIRECTOR 

We need lights there.  

 

TECHIE (off-stage) 

Sorry! 

 Techie runs to a portable light board.  

 Lights flicker impressively.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Eureka! 

 The Severed Head wakes up.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

What?! What is happening?  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

I HAVE BROUGHT YOU BACK TO LIFE WITH THE POWER OF ELECTRICITY! 

 The lights flicker again.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Noooooo! What have you done to me you monster?! I can’t feel my arms! I can’t! 

 The Right Arm starts moving.  

My arm!  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Rarrrr!  

 

DIRECTOR 

Arms don’t have lines!  

 

RIGHT ARM (from inside the box) 

What if I did though? 

 

DIRECTOR 

You don’t have a mouth you’re an arm!  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Oh no my other arm! 

 The Left Arm starts banging on the box.  
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LEFT ARM 

Rarrr! 

 

DIRECTOR  

No! 

 

LEFT ARM (from inside the box) 

The right arm got lines!  

 

RIGHT ARM 

That’s because I’m better than you.  

 

LEFT ARM 

Shut up!  

 

DIRECTOR 

The arms are quiet!  

 

SEVERED HEAD (to their arms) 

Do y’all mind?  

You’re mad, I tell you! Mad! Why would you do this?! WHY?! WHHHHYYYY?!!!! 

 

DIRECTOR 

Good.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Because the boundaries of the natural world exist to be toyed with –  

 

DIRECTOR 

Okay this is a lot of lines right here –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

No no no we practiced this it’s cool –  

 

DIRECTOR 

Right, but the visitors are coming to be scared, they don’t want to hear a whole speech –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

No but the speech is good – listen - `I swear to you, I will get my revenge!’  

Okay this is when the arms go.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Sorry.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Are you on your phone?  
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 In the other room, the WITCH gets a text and checks her phone.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

I can act with one arm and be on the phone with my other arm.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

We talked about this!  

 The Witch sends a text back. We hear it bloop inside the box.  

It’s not even on silent?! 

 

RIGHT ARM 

I’m in a box no one cares!  

 

DIRECTOR 

Can we just keep going please? There are people waiting outside.  

 The Witch gets another text.  

 

LEFT ARM 

Bro, are you texting Jasmine?  

 

RIGHT ARM 

What if I was, what are you gonna do about it?  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Y’all. Focus!  

 

DIRECTOR 

Anyway –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

I swear to you! I will get my revenge!  

 The arms start scrabbling towards the Mad Scientist.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

I have given you the gift of life, now I shall take it away!  

 The Mad Scientist throws the lever again.  

 Lights flash again.  

 Severed Head screams.  

 The left arm flails.  

 The right arm is too busy texting Jasmine.  

 We hear another bloop. The witch checks her phone.  

 

DIRECTOR (as a fake visitor) 

Oh this was so scary I’m moving on to the other room now.  

 Techie leaps up and goes to be behind the scenes of the second room.  

 The Director enters the second room just as the Witch is texting.  
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Oh this is creepy it’s –  

 The Witch puts her phone away.  

 

WITCH 

Oh! Guests! Ha ha ha ha ha! Perhaps you would care to join me… for dinner!!!! Ah ha ha ha ha!  

 She waits.  

Nothing happens.  

 She gets a text.  

 Tries to check her phone without being seen.  

 

DIRECTOR 

I’m right here.  

 

WITCH 

It’s not my cue.  

 

DIRECTOR 

What’s supposed to happen there?  

 

TECHIE (backstage) 

Sorry! It’s not really working!  

 

DIRECTOR 

And turn off your phone please.  

 

WITCH 

What if I’m in danger?  

 

DIRECTOR 

You’re not in danger!  

 

WITCH 

You don’t know that. There could be a nuclear attack. Or werewolves. You don’t know the 

future. 

 

DIRECTOR 

All right just – put it on silent –  

 

WITCH 

What about like really low volume?  

 

DIRECTOR 

Just – are we ready yet?!  

 

TECHIE 

Sorry!  
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DIRECTOR 

How is this going to work if –  

 

TECHIE 

It’s going to work, don’t worry about it! Okay okay okay let’s go.  

 

WITCH 

Oh! Guests! Ha ha ha ha ha! Perhaps you would care to join me… for dinner!!!! Ah ha ha ha ha! 

 The plates and glasses on the table float into the air, using hidden wires.   

Fly my pretties! Fly!  

 The plates and glasses hover just a bit, then fall back down.  

 

DIRECTOR (as the visitor) 

Wow that sure is exciting I’m totally distracted.  

 SPOOK 1 and SPOOK 2 leap from their hiding spots and lunge right at the director.  

 

SPPOOK 1 and SPOOK 2 

RARRRRRR!  

 

DIRECTOR (as the visitor) 

Aaah!  

 

SPOOK 1 

YESSS!  

 

SPOOK 2 

Woo that was awesome!  

 Spook 2 looks for high-fives.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Stay in character please.  

 

SPOOK 2 

I was waiting there like a long time.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Can we keep going?  

 

WITCH (in character) 

Ah ha ha ha! Oh I’m afraid at this dinner you will be on the main menu!  

 The bowls and plates lift into the air again.  

 

SPOOK 1 

NOW WE’RE GONNA EAT YOU!  
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SPOOK 2 

OM NOM NOM NOM! 

 Spook 2 bites the director’s shoulder.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Ow! You can’t bite me!  

 

SPOOK 2 

It’s more realistic that way.  

 

DIRECTOR 

You’re not allowed to touch the visitors! That’s the first rule!  

 

SPOOK 2 

I didn’t touch you, I bit you.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Any physical contact whatsoever!  

 

SPOOK 2 

Well that’s not scary.  

 

DIRECTOR 

It’s scary if you do it right.  

 

SPOOK 1 

I actually can’t have physical contact because I’m fragile – that’s why I can’t do sports.  

 

DIRECTOR 

There’s no physical contact! You jump out, you scare them, then we go with the dead body! Is 

the dead body ready?  

 

TECHIE 

How am I supposed to get from here to the catwalks*?  

 *This line can be changed to “get back there in time?” 

 

DIRECTOR 

I thought Michael was doing the dead body.  

 

TECHIE 

Oh yeah he called to say he has triple covid and he got pulled over for speeding away from the 

scene of an accident.  

 

DIRECTOR 

What?! 

 



The Haunted House Disaster by Don Zolidis 
© Don Zolidis 

12 
 

TECHIE 

I don’t think he’s coming. I have to do the dead body.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Well just go quick then.  

 The Witch checks her phone.  

 

TECHIE 

He also said he might need some money.  

 

SPOOK 2 

What if, instead of biting you, I take two pillows and I smash them onto your head?  

 

DIRECTOR 

That’s still physical contact.  

 

SPOOK 2 

No it’s pillows. But think about it – they’ll be totally surprised because they think we’re not 

supposed to touch them, and then boom, they get smashed with pillows.  

 

SPOOK 1 

I’m not allowed to get hit with pillows. I was in a pillow fight once… and it was bad.  

 

DIRECTOR 

No touching! No biting! No hitting with pillows! Cue the dead body, let’s go from “fly my 

pretties fly!”  

 

SPOOK 2 

Fine.  

 Spook 1 and 2 hide again.  

 

WITCH 

Ah ha ha ha ha! Fly my pretties fly! 

 The bowls and plates jump up into the air then fall back.  

 

DIRECTOR (as the visitor) 

Oh I’m totally distracted.  

 Spook 1 and 2 leap from their hiding places.  

 

SPOOK 1 AND 2 

RARRRRRRRR!!! 

 

DIRECTOR 

Ah!!! 

 

WITCH (in character) 
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Ah ha ha ha! Oh I’m afraid at this dinner you will be on the main menu!  

 The bowls and plates lift into the air again.  

 Techie then drops them and sprints up to the catwalks (or wherever the dead body is) 

 

SPOOK 1 

NOW WE’RE GONNA EAT YOU!  

 

SPOOK 2 

OM NOM NOM NOM! NOT TOUCHING! NOT TOUCHING! 

 Spook 2 gets in the director’s face in a very annoying way.  

 

WITCH 

Thanks… for dropping in! Ah ha ha ha ha!  

 She waits.  

 We hear the footsteps of the Techie running.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Just keep laughing until she can get there.  

 

WITCH 

Thanks… for dropping in! Ah ha ha ha ha!  

Ha ha ha.  

Ha ha ha ha.  

 The DEAD BODY drops from the catwalks in about the correct place.  

 

DIRECTOR (as the visitor) 

Oh that was very scary. I’m going to go on to the next room now.  

The Director moves into the third room as the Techie hustles back down to get the dead 

body and put it back on the catwalks.  

The Director enters the mermaid grotto. 

What the heck?  

 The LITTLE MERMAID emerges from behind some coral.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID (sweetly) 

Are you here for my thingamabobs? 

 

DIRECTOR 

Time out.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Have you seen Prince Eric? 

 

DIRECTOR 

Time out. Pause.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 
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What.  

 

DIRECTOR 

I thought this was going to be a cemetery scene.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Why would there be a cemetery inside a house that’s stupid.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Yeah but like – this is – this is not scary.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

This is scary.  

 

DIRECTOR 

This is like from the Little Mermaid.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Oh yeah.  

 

DIRECTOR 

But like –  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Scariest horror film ever made.  

 

DIRECTOR 

It’s a cartoon.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Think about it. You have entered the mermaid’s lair. Twelve hundred feet under water. The 

pressure is enough to make your mind play tricks on you. You’re dizzy. The blood is oozing 

sluggishly through your veins. You see something. Is it light, or is merely the lure of a predator 

fish with a maw filled with razor-sharp teeth? You draw nearer. Is that a song you hear? Has your 

mind cracked under the pressure? Are there maniacal, wide-eyed fish singing a song? How can 

this be? And then you see her. Eyes in the front of her head so you know she’s a predator. Body 

half-composed of a giant moray eel –  

 

DIRECTOR 

It’s a dolphin tail -  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

No my friend no. It is an eel. She draws you in – I want to be part of your world. You can’t let 

her! If she escapes her watery prison she will unleash her curse upon mankind – you struggle to 

escape, but everywhere you look there are dancing cartoon creatures with bad Jamaican accents! 

It’s insanity! Your mind collapses like a wet cardboard box! You try to escape and that’s when –  
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 ZOMBIE FLOUNDER swims in -  

 

ZOMBIE FLOUNDER 

Braiiiins.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Aaaaaaaaah!  

 

ZOMBIE FLOUNDER 

I don’t think this is a good idea, Ariel. Braiiiinnnns.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

One day, she will be where the people are. And you will all pay.  

During this, Right Arm has emerged from underneath the box and is now chatting up the 

Witch.  

 

DIRECTOR 

Okay, okay that’s definitely creepy.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Besides we had this set left-over from the mermaid summer camp. Which was also terrifying, by 

the way.  

 

DIRECTOR 

All right so –  

 Director turns and sees Right Arm and Witch together.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

That’s what I’m saying, after this we go get a smoothie –  

 

WITCH 

I don’t like smoothies –  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Whatever you want then, it doesn’t have to be a smoothie –  

 

DIRECTOR 

Whoa hey –  

 Left Arm emerges from underneath the box.  

 

LEFT ARM 

You leave that witch alone!  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Oh I’m sorry is this your witch? 
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WITCH 

It’s over, Tommy*! You had your chance! I’m moving on!  

 *You may use Left Arm’s real name here.  

 

LEFT ARM 

What?! No!  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Boom!  

 

DIRECTOR 

No hey hey –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Why are my arms moving around the room?!  

 

DIRECTOR 

Stop! There is a line of people outside waiting to be scared! If we’re going to afford Harry Potter 

this year we need to make like infinite money with this haunted house so I need you all to be on 

your best behavior! Okay?! As long as we don’t get any groups of middle school boys we’ll be 

fine! Places!  

 Left Arm and Right Arm grumble and get in places.  

 Everyone gets ready. The lights dim, perhaps.   

 Director exits stage left.  

 

LEFT ARM (whispering to Right Arm) 

She doesn’t even like you.  

 

RIGHT ARM (whispering back to Left Arm) 

She likes me plenty.  

 

DIRECTOR (off-stage in a spooky voice) 

Hold on to your loved ones, you are about to enter the most terrifying, most macabre, most vile 

mansion of depraved evil you could ever imagine! You may never be the same! Enter at your 

own risk! Also the safe word is asparagus. 

 ANTHONY and JULISSA enter, on a date. Maybe Julissa is holding on to Anthony’s arm.  

 

ANTHONY 

Don’t worry baby, I got you. I’m ready for anything.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Stay back! 

 Anthony freaks out. Julissa does not.  

 

ANTHONY 

Aw jeez aaaaah!  
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JULISSA 

She was standing like right there. She’s like in front of you.  

At this point, Anthony essentially begins a non-stop monologue commenting on 

everything that’s happening like he’s watching a horror film – The Mad Scientist is trying 

to say her speech, but having some trouble with the continuous commentary.  

 

ANTHONY 

Aw no what’s gonna happen –  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Behold –  

 

ANTHONY (underneath) 

Uh-oh 

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

As I harness  

 

ANTHONY (underneath) 

Oh no she’s harnessing 

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

The power of electricity  

 

ANTHONY (underneath) 

That’s a lot of power what’s she gonna do with it  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

To hold dominion over life and death ITSELF!!! 

 

ANTHONY (underneath) 

Oh no that’s not a good idea uh-oh oh no – oh  

 The Mad Scientist throws the switch 

 Nothing happens 

Oh no ohhhhhhhhh!  

 Anthony realizes nothing happened.  

Oh thank goodness. Nothing happened, y’all! We’re okay!  

 

JULISSA 

Babe can you just like chill –  

 

ANTHONY 

I’m good I’m chill no worries –  

 The techie finally runs over and flips the switch.  

 The lights flicker.  
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AAAAAAAAHHHHH!  

 The Severed Head starts talking, right behind Anthony, who loses it even further –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

What?! What is happening?  

 

ANTHONY 

OH NO THE HEAD IS ALIVE!  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

I HAVE BROUGHT YOU BACK TO LIFE WITH THE POWER OF ELECTRICITY!  

 

ANTHONY 

THEY SAID IT COULDN’T BE DONE AND SHE DID IT! TAKE THAT, HATERS!  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Okay hey. Hey. You.  

 

ANTHONY 

Me? 

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Can you be a little less into this? We’re trying to focus and scare you but it’s really annoying.  

 

JULISSA 

That’s what I’m saying.  

 

ANTHONY 

Oh. Okay. Cool. I can take it down a notch. Yeah sure no problem.  

 

SEVERERED HEAD 

Thank you.  

 Severed Head goes back into her routine.  

Noooo! 

 Anthony lets a little eep but keeps it together 

What have you done to me you monster?! I can’t feel my arms! I can’t! 

 The Right Arm starts moving and banging on the chest.  

 Anthony trembles and lets out another eep but doesn’t comment.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Rarrrr!  

 

ANTHONY (a terrified whisper) 

The arm is talking! 

 The Left Arm starts moving and banging somewhere else.  

 Anthony clings to Julissa.  
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LEFT ARM 

Rarrrrr! 

 

ANTHONY (to Julissa, a terrified whisper) 

They’re talking, the arms are talking –  

 

JULISSA (a whisper back to him) 

I know they are, it’s okay –  

 

ANTHONY (another whisper) 

It’s not okay, arms don’t talk –  

 

SEVERED HEAD  

You’re mad, I tell you! Mad! Why would you do this?! WHY?! WHHHHYYYY?!!!! 

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Because the boundaries of the natural world exist to be toyed with! 

 

SEVERED HEAD 

I swear to you, I will get my revenge! 

 The Left Arm tries to move towards the Mad Scientist.  

 The Right Arm does not move. In the second room, the witch is texting.  

I swear to you, I will get my revenge!  

 Again, the left arm moves. The right arm does not.  

 The left arm makes a bang to get the right arm’s attention.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

What? Oh! Rarrrr! 

 

LEFT ARM 

Rarrr! 

 

ANTHONY (a terrified whisper) 

This is fine this is fine I’m chill right now so chill –  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

I have given you the gift of life, now I shall take it away!  

 The Mad Scientist throws the lever again.  

 Lights flash again.  

 Severed Head screams.  

 The left arm flails.  

 

ANTHONY 

Woo. Now what’s gonna happen?  

 Pause.  
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MAD SCIENTIST (out of character) 

You go to the next room.  

 

ANTHONY 

Why?  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Because you go to the next room now.  

 

ANTHONY 

But what if –  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Just go to the next room!  

Anthony and Julissa burst into the next room, startling the witch, who wasn’t paying 

attention.  

 

WITCH 

Aah! 

 

JULISSA 

Aah! 

 

SPOOK 2 (still hiding) 

Aaaah!  

 Anthony spins around, not seeing where that came from  

 

ANTHONY  

Aaaah!  

 

WITCH 

Oh! Guests! Ha ha ha ha! Perhaps you would care to join me… for dinner!!! Ah ha ha ha ha!  

 Anthony and Julissa stare at her. 

 Pause  

 

ANTHONY (under his breath, trying to convince himself) 

Not scared. Nothing scary here. I’m a big man.  

 

SEVERED HEAD (under her breath to the techie) 

That’s you! 

 

TECHIE 

Oh! 

 

WITCH 
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I said… Ah ha ha ha ha! 

 The techie manipulates the plates and cups up and down with the hidden wires.  

Fly my pretties fly! 

 The plates and cups jump up and down again.  

 

JULISSA 

Ooh!  

 The techie sprints to get to the catwalks, past Anthony and Julissa 

 

ANTHONY 

Ah!  

 

TECHIE 

I’m not here you didn’t see me!  

 

WITCH 

Another ghost!  

 

ANTHONY 

Oh um –  

 Spook 1 leaps out at Julissa and Spook 2 leaps out at Anthony.  

 

SPOOK 1 AND 2 

AAAAAAAH! 

 

JULISSA 

AAAAAAAAH! 

 Julissa reacts immediately and punches Spook 1 in the face, who drops like a rock.  

 

ANTHONY 

Dannnng.  

 

JULISSA 

Oops. My bad.   

 

SPOOK 1 (weakly, from the ground) 

Now we’re gonna eat you… 

 Spook 2 gamely tries to keep scaring them.  

 

SPOOK 2 

Um… Rarrr? 

 

ANTHONY 

Don’t get close I wouldn’t get close.  

 Spook 2 backs away slowly.  
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WITCH 

Um… ah ha ha ha! Thanks for dropping in!  

 The Techie throws the dummy from the catwalks.* 

 *Two options here: 1. The dummy can land ON Spook 1 just as Spook 1 is trying to get to 

their feet -- *** IF IT IS SAFE *** (this will depend on the weight of your dummy and the height 

it’s being thrown from) –   

 2. The dummy can land NEXT to Spook 1 – Spook 1 can pretend to get hit, or it can 

simply be near enough to Spook 1 to startle them.  

 

SPOOK 1 

Aaaah!  

 

JULISSA and ANTHONY 

Aaaaah!  

 

WITCH 

Ha ha ha. Uh oh.  

 Spook 1 is groaning on the floor.  

She’s a ghost now! She’s even scarier than before!  

 

SPOOK 1 (groaning from the floor) 

Booooo…. 

 

ANTHONY 

Time to go!  

 

JULISSA 

Yep.  

 Anthony and Julissa hustle into the next room.  

 They find themselves in the mermaid’s grotto.  

 Anthony is spooked.  
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Room 3 

 

ANTHONY 

Uh-oh.  

 

JULISSA 

This is like a mermaid 

grotto.  

 

ANTHONY 

Oh no. Uh oh.  

 

JULISSA 

I need you to keep it 

together.  

 

ANTHONY 

You know how I feel about 

mermaids. They’re like 

half-snake!  

 

The haunting strains of 

someone humming “part of 

your world” echo eerily.  

 

ANTHONY 

Oh no oh no oh no oh no  

 

JULISSA 

It’s nothing put it out of 

your head baby, you’re 

gonna be okay.  

 

ANTHONY 

This is gonna be like Sea 

World all over again.  

 

 The Little Mermaid 

slithers into the room.  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

Are you here for my 

whatchamacallits?  

Room 2 

 

The techie returns to get 

the body as the Witch tries 

to get Spook 1 back to her 

feet.  

 

Spook 1 is woozy and 

stumbles about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right Arm enters and 

immediately hits on the 

Witch.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

What’s up?  

 

WITCH 

Hey.  

She lets go of Spook 1, who 

nearly drops to the ground 

and perhaps crashes into 

the table.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

You know I was thinkin’, 

while I was in the box, that 

you and me need to –  

 

LEFT ARM 

You leave her alone! 

 

Room 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right Arm emerges and 

heads over to room 2.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

(whispering to Right Arm) 

Hey! No! Get back here!  

 

RIGHT ARM (whispering) 

This is a safety issue 

you’re a monster!  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

(whispering) 

Other people are going to 

come in!  

   

 

 

 

 

Left Arm gets out from 

under the box and heads 

over the second room.  

 

SEVERED HEAD  

Where are you going?! 

 

 

 

SEVERED HEAD 

That’s it!  

 

Severed Head gets out of 

the box and hustles over to 

room 2.  
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Room 3 

 

ANTHONY 

Ain’t nobody here for your 

whatchamacallits! 

 

JULISSA 

Easy baby.  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

Have you seen Prince 

Eric? 

 

ANTHONY 

No!  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

Too bad.  

 She starts growling.  

 

ANTHONY 

What is she doing?! What 

is she doing, she’s 

growling now!  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

I want to be part of your 

world. 

 

ANTHONY 

Aaaah!  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

Free me from my watery 

prison and I shall reward 

you with whatchamacallits 

galore.  

 

ANTHONY 

No! Stay back demon! 

Stay back!  

 

 

 

Room 2 

 

RIGHT ARM 

She doesn’t like you! She 

thinks you’re pathetic! 

 

 

WITCH 

I can speak for myself, 

Tommy!  

(seductively, to Left Arm) 

What’s up?  

 

LEFT ARM 

Hey.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

What?! 

Severed Head barges in, 

nearly knocking Spook 1 

over again.   

 

SPOOK 1 

Does anyone have a 

helmet? 

 

SPOOK 2 

You’re fine, don’t worry 

about it.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Are you two idiots done?! 

There’s more people 

coming!  

 

LEFT ARM 

So how `bout you ditch the 

zero and get with the hero?  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

What?! Are you serious? Is 

that your line? 

Room 1 

 

 

 

 

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Okay so I’m in here alone 

then?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

All right this is fine then.  

 

Techie hustles down from 

the catwalks to get ready to 

throw the lever again.  
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Room 3 

 

JULISSA 

There’s nothing to be 

scared of! 

 

ANTHONY 

Take her first! Take the 

lady first!  

 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 

I am going to be part of 

your world.  

 

ANTHONY 

No! Noooo! 

 

JULISSA 

Would you stop?! 

 Zombie Flounder 

swims in.  

 

ZOMBIE FLOUNDER 

Braiiiiiiins.  

 

JULISSA 

AAAAAAAAAAAAH! 

She throws Anthony to 

Zombie Flounder.  

 

Both Anthony and Julissa 

scream, freak out, throw 

things, and run off 

backstage.  

 

Little Mermaid and 

Zombie Flounder are 

confused.  

 

LITTLE MERMAID 

Um…  

 

ZOMBIE FLOUNDER 

I’ll go get them.  

 Zombie Flounder 

follows.  

Room 2 

 

LEFT ARM 

It worked on all my other 

ladies.  

 Spook 2 has found 

a bike helmet and is 

putting it on Spook 1’s 

head.  

 

WITCH 

What other ladies? 

 

LEFT ARM 

They didn’t mean anything 

to me. I don’t even 

remember their names.  

 

WITCH 

I think you guys should 

arm-wrestle.  

 

RIGHT ARM 

Done.  

 

LEFT ARM 

I will arm-wrestle you into 

the dust! I have been to the 

gym!  

 They all stop to 

watch what’s going on in 

room 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

SPOOK 2 

Oh that’s not good.  

 

 

Room 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHIE 

You think anybody’s ever 

coming back?  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Probably not. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Techie and Mad Scientist 

leave their spots to watch 

the arm-wrestling.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR (off-stage) 

Hold on to your loved 

ones, you are about to 

enter the most terrifying, 

most macabre, most vile 

mansion of depraved evil 

you could ever imagine! 

You may never be the 

same! Enter at your own 

risk! Also the safe word is 

asparagus.  
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 As one, everyone realizes that there is another group coming in.  

 Spook 1 and 2 try to hide – Spook 2 smashes into Spook 1, who gets tangled up in the 

invisible wires around the plates and cups. Spook 1 tries to break free, but ends up breaking the 

strings.  

 

 Right Arm, Left Arm, and Severed Head sprint back to Room 1 just as we hear AIDAN, 

ZANE, and LUKE about to enter.  

 The MAD SCIENTIST tries to block off their entrance by standing right in front of them 

and beginning her spiel.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Stay back! Behold! As I! 

Right Arm deliberately trips Left Arm as they run for their spots, sending Left Arm 

crashing to the ground.  

Harness! The! 

 Left Arm gets up and tries to attack Right Arm.  

 Severed Head gets in between them  

 Techie jumps in and tries to separate everyone.  

Power! Of! Electricity!  

 Right Arm, Left Arm, and Severed Head separate and lunge into the box.  

 Left Arm is in Right Arm’s Spot. Right Arm is in the Severed Head’s spot. And Severed 

Head is in Left’s Arms spot. 

 They all realize they are in the wrong spots as Aidan, Zane, and Luke finally make it into 

the room.  

 They all look dead simultaneously.  

 

ZANE 

Aw check it it’s a mad scientist lair!  

 

AIDAN 

That looks your face, ha ha ha!  

 

ZANE 

Shut up, Aidan!  

 

LUKE 

This isn’t scary. This is nothing. Now that I’m in eighth grade I’m not scared of nothing, bro.  

 

ZANE 

Bro.  

 They high-five.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

Behold as I harness the power of electricity!  

 

ZANE 
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You already said that.  

 

AIDAN 

Shut up, Zane!  

 

ZANE 

You shut up!  

 Luke has his phone out.  

 

LUKE 

Yo yo yo it’s your boy comin’ to you from the lamest haunted house evah! I’m two seconds in 

and I am not scared!  

 Left Arm grabs the phone out of his hands and tosses it off-stage.  

Hey!  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

Rarrrrr! 

 

LUKE 

Ah!  

 Left Arm and Right Arm try to high five each other.  

 Then each arm realizes it hates the other one and they try to fight.  

 

MAD SCIENTIST (barreling through their speech to prevent from being interrupted) 

Behold as I harness the power of electricity to hold dominion over life and death itself!  

 The Right Arm, Left Arm, and Severed Head switch places.  

 They still get it wrong.  

 The Mad Scientist throws the lever.  

 Lights flicker.  

 

AIDAN 

Oh boy lights flickering so scary.  

 

ZANE 

You try it.  

 

AIDAN 

I can flicker lights, bro. It’s not hard.  

 Severed Head comes back to life.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

What?! What is happening?!  

 

ZANE (sarcastic) 

Oh no the head is talking!  
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AIDAN 

What are we gonna do?!  

 

MAD SCIENTIST 

I have brought you back to life with the power of electricity!  

 

LUKE 

Um, that’s not how electricity works.  

 

AIDAN 

You’re not an electricity expert, Luke! 

 

LUKE 

That’s called an electrician, dingus!  

 

AIDAN 

That’s not an electricity expert!  

 

ZANE 

He meant scientist, fool!  

 

LUKE 

Don’t call me a fool, I can take you out!  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

HEY!  

 They stop.  

I know who you are, Zane. I babysat for you three weeks ago.  

 

AIDAN 

You had a babysitter three weeks ago?  

 

ZANE 

My Mom’s overprotective shut up.  

 

SEVERED HEAD 

I know all about you, Zane. I know where you live. I know when your bedtime is. I know how 

many stuffed animals you have in your room and I know when you cried out at night for your 

Mommy.  And unless you want me to make sure everyone in your school knows those things too, 

you will shut the heck up and walk through this haunted house like a normal human. Because I 

promise you there is nothing I’d like more than to burn your life to cinders and watch you weep 

tears of infinite sadness as you contemplate the ruin of your pathetic existence.  

 Short pause 

 

ZANE 

This is the scariest haunted house I’ve ever been in.  
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RIGHT ARM 

Rarrrr! 

 

ZANE, AIDAN, and LUKE 

Aaaaaah! 

 The boys run into the Room 2.   

 Techie gets up from her hiding place – and gets in position on time.  

 

WITCH 

Oh! Guests! Ha ha ha ha! Perhaps you would care to join me… for dinner!!! Ah ha ha ha ha!  

 Zane, Aidan, and Luke are petrified.  

 Techie tries to manipulate the hidden wires. They’re broken.  

 Techie looks around for help. Severed Head and Mad Scientist throw up their hands.  

Ah ha ha ha!  

Ha ha ha!  

 Techie finally gives up, runs into room 2 and starts lifting the cups and plates by hand.  

 

TECHIE 

Ooooooh. Spoooky noises.  

 

AIDAN 

I’m not sure if –  

 

ZANE (whispering, terrified) 

It’s scary shut up.  

 

WITCH 

Fly my pretties?  

 

TECHIE (spookily) 

Ooooh.  

 They’re all looking at Techie 

Boo!  

 

ZANE, AIDAN, and LUKE 

Aaaaaaah!  

 Techie runs off to get to the catwalks as Spook 1 and 2 leap from their hiding places.  

 Spook 2 has pillows in their hands.  

 

SPOOK 1 and 2 

RARRRRR! 

 The boys shriek in terror 

 

SPOOK 1 

NOW WE’RE GONNA EAT YOU!  
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SPOOK 2 

AND SMASH YOU WITH PILLOWS!  

 Spook 2 tries to smash Luke with pillows but Luke ducks and Spook 2 smashes Spook 1 

instead.  

 

End of Sample 

To read the entire play, visit www.yourstagepartners.com 

 

 

http://www.yourstagepartners.com/
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