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From Silent but Deadly
By Don Zolidis
In this scene, JENS, the producer of a silent film, is conspiring with his personal assistant
to murder the star of the movie.
JENS (M, any age, perhaps with an accent)

GRACIE (E any age, eager)

Gracie has a clipboard and she's taking a note.

JENS
The woman has to die.
GRACIE
Noted. Woman. Must. Die.
JENS
Don’t write that down.
GRACIE
Sorry Mr. Svarlbard, I thought I was supposed to write down all of your brilliant ideas.
JENS
This brilliant idea, do not write down.
GRACIE

Okay. Um...
She looks at the note she's written down, flustered.
So what do I do with...?

JENS
Let me see.
He tears out the page of the notebook and crumples it up.
Fixed.
GRACIE
Thank you. Okay — woman must die.
JENS

Don’t write it down.

GRACIE



From Silent but Deadly by Don Zolidis

Yes. It’s in here, sir. Locked away.

She points to her brain.
Ends the movie on a dark note, though, unless the vampires are the heroes? They’ve converted
all of the young ladies at the finishing school? And then our heroine is bitten three times in the
neck and joins them? I love it, actually! It’s so unexpected! What a great message too! Don’t flirt
with boys or you will be killed and forced to exist in undeath forever. I think a lot of young
ladies need to hear that.

JENS
I am not talking about the movie, Gracie.
GRACIE
Oh. Ohhhh.
Almost gets it
Ohhh?
Gets it
Ohhhhh. Sir?
JENS

Every take costs me money. Seventy-one takes on scene five. Fifty-nine takes on scene four. One
hundred and twelve takes on walking down the stairs. How many days can we spend trying to get
that woman to walk down the stairs properly?! Due to her contract I can’t fire her, she’s a star.
The only solution is a tragic death. What did I say about writing notes?

Gracie stops writing notes.

GRACIE
Sorry. Habit. Perhaps we could generate some ideas of how to kill her? A brain storm, if you will.
I could write those down —

JENS
Do not —

GRACIE
And then I would eat the notes afterwards! I just — I’'m an experiential learner, if [ don’t write
things down, I don’t remember them.

JENS
Write in code.
GRACIE
What sort of code?
JENS
I don’t know, come up with a code!
GRACIE
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Of course! Let’s develop ideas for the code. Another storm of brains.

JENS
No we cannot storm brains for the code!

GRACIE
Ooh! I could switch each letter with another letter. That’s neat!
She starts writing down her code

JENS
You are making this very difficult.

GRACIE
Sorry, Mr. Svalbard. Can I just reiterate again that I love my job and thank you so much for this
opportunity, I love Hollywood so much even if it’s a den of snakes like everyone at home said.

JENS
It is not a den of snakes, Gracie.

GRACIE
Right, it’s completely wholesome. Let’s work on ideas for Murder. 1. Poison. 2. Scorpions.

JENS
We are in Connecticut, where are we going to get scorpions?

GRACIE
3. Black bears. At this stage of the creative process, you don’t throw out any ideas. First thing
that pops into your mind.

JENS
Strangulation.
GRACIE
Love it.
Clowns.
JENS
How is one murdered by clowns?
GRACIE

Don’t judge the ideas. I love this. 6. Heavy object dropped from above. 7. Knife. 8. Crossbow
bolt fired from a trap. 9. Fire. 10. Tarantulas descending from above on a small undetectable
wire. 11. Black bears descending from above on a small undetectable wire.

JENS
You seem to have a lot of ideas, Gracie.
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GRACIE
I’'m a personal assistant, sir. I think about murder all the time.
She meets Jens’gaze.

All the time.
JENS
Right. Remind me to give you a raise.
GRACIE
Can I write that down?
JENS

Please do.



