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From Silent but Deadly
By Don Zolidis

VALENTINA (F, 30s, an Italian detective with poor English)
KERMIT VON HOVEL (M, 20s, an actor pretending to be a vampire)

On the set of Das Vampyr, a silent film. An actress has been murdered and Valentina is trying to
get to the bottom of it. She intercepts Kermit Von Hovel, an actor pretending to be a vampire,
right before he's needed on set.

VALENTINA
Just the person I was looking for. Walk with me.
Kermit lurches alongside her.

KERMIT
You do not fear me. Like the others.

VALENTINA
Oh no not at all I’ve had worse boyfriends. Most of them in fact.

KERMIT
I cannot linger long in the world of the living. I must return to my chamber.

VALENTINA
Right right of course. Just a moment of your time. Your name is Kermit Von Hovel, yes?
KERMIT
I am beyond your little questions.
VALENTINA
And you are from...?
KERMIT
Transylvania.
VALENTINA
Lovely. And you are vampire in real life?
KERMIT
I serve the darkness.
VALENTINA

And yet you are standing next to me.
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KERMIT
[ am drawn to the light.
He stares at her
Dine with me.
VALENTINA

You know I am Italian right? So much garlic in Italian food. In fact I sweat garlic.

KERMIT
That is old wife’s tale.
VALENTINA
You were not sad when Sadie died.
KERMIT
All flesh must die.
VALENTINA
True. But she got you this job, right?
KERMIT
Hm?
VALENTINA
She got you this job.
KERMIT
How do you know that?
VALENTINA

When you were doing community theater with her, what was your name?
Kermit doesn t say anything
Toby Frankelhoffer?
I see why you change it, is a terrible name. Sounds like ducks being stepped on. Frank. Hoff.
Frank. Hoff. Not a star’s name. Neither is Kermit Von Hovel, though.
Kermit drops his accent

KERMIT
[ didn’t kill her.

VALENTINA
This is quite a lot of effort you are putting on here. Staring at Desdemona — doing your little
mind tricks like a stage magician with squirting flower. Sleeping in coffins. Putting snails on
your skin. Are they real?

KERMIT
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Of course they’re real.

VALENTINA
A lot of commitment. Just to drive Desdemona crazy. But that’s not why. Right?
Kermit doesn 't say anything
The sword that was tampered with. You are killed with that, yes?

KERMIT
No I die from a crossbow.
VALENTINA
I see. My mistake.
How did Sadie die?
KERMIT
How am I supposed to know that?
VALENTINA

You were the person who said she was dead. You were right there. How did you know she was
dead?

KERMIT
She wasn’t breathing.
VALENTINA
Hm.
KERMIT
And there was blood.
VALENTINA

Not breathing and blood. Two very different things. Like butter and pecans.

KERMIT
What?
VALENTINA
Butter and pecans. Two different things.
KERMIT
Of course they are two different things.
VALENTINA

So you agree.

KERMIT
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I don’t know what you’re saying.

VALENTINA
That the blood and the not breathing had nothing to do with each other.

KERMIT
I’m needed on set.

VALENTINA
Of course, Toby.



