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JOHAN, the interviewer
SOPHIE, the interviewee, interviewing for her first job.

Johan stares at Sophie.
Sips his coffee.
Sets his coffee down.

SOPHIE
Hi.
No response Johan.
He sips his coffee again.

JOHAN
How would you handle conflict with a manager?

SOPHIE
Oh we’re just launching in! Okay! Um... wow — uh — I was hoping we would start with like, “tell
me about yourself.”

JOHAN
I will learn everything I need to know about you based on your response to this question.

SOPHIE
Okay well in case you wanted to know I’m Sophie, I’ve never actually had a job before, but I’'m
really eager/ to learn —

JOHAN
None of this is relevant.

SOPHIE
Sure. Okay! Um...

JOHAN
Answer the question please.

SOPHIE

Right. How would I handle conflict with a manager? First I would um... try to see my manager’s
point of view —
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JOHAN
Your manager’s point of view is insane. They are clearly being controlled by nanobots or sentient
fungus.

SOPHIE
Oh! Uh...

JOHAN
They are ordering you to abandon your post so that their masters can take control of the
company.

SOPHIE
Is this a likely scenario?

JOHAN
Answer the question.

SOPHIE

Oh well then I might gently push back on my manager and say um, “heeey, it seems like you’re
acting kinda strange lately, are you sure there isn’t like a sentient fungus or something
controlling you?”

JOHAN
Your manager is outraged. “It is you who are controlled by the fungus! I am trying to save the
company and you are trying to destroy it!”

SOPHIE
I... um... is that true?

JOHAN
So now you are questioning reality? Just from one comment from your deranged manager?

SOPHIE
Do I feel like I’'m being controlled by a fungus?

JOHAN
The fungus is very subtle. You would never know.

SOPHIE
Isn’t this an administrative assistant position I’'m applying for?

JOHAN
And you think you would be immune to the dangers of the world at your little desk?! The whole
company could be crashing down and you would be filling out travel reimbursements?!
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SOPHIE
Well I just think if [ was controlled by the fungus, it wouldn’t make that much difference. Fungus
could probably do my job better than me anyway. So — that means the fungus is controlling the
manager! So [ say, “no, I will not abandon my post! I will stay at this administrative assistant
desk until they drag me away. You will not win today, sentient fungus!”

JOHAN
Hm.
He writes something down.
SOPHIE
Was that good?
JOHAN

Very impressive. But you didn’t consider scenario #2. You’re both insane. The fungus controls
the manager, but you’ve been infiltrated by nanobots.

SOPHIE
What do the nanobots want with me?

JOHAN
They keep their own secrets. Okay, here’s another curveball. Your manager is ordering you to
detonate the self-destruct button in the office. You have one minute to determine whether or not
his judgment is sound before the entire office falls into enemy hands.

SOPHIE
What exactly do we do here at Maxxcorp?

JOHAN
Human resources.

SOPHIE
We have a self destruct button?

JOHAN

Of course. Do you have what it takes to be the administrative assistant? Are your ready to face
death on a daily basis with a smile and welcome visitors? Your choice.

SOPHIE
I think I hit the self-destruct button.
JOHAN
Interesting.
He writes something else down.
SOPHIE
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No wait I don’t hit the self-destruct button!

JOHAN
Too late you’ve already touched it.

SOPHIE
But that was just a fake self-destruct button I keep at my desk in order to determine if the
manager is being controlled by nanobots! The real self-destruct button is under that self-destruct
button and by the manager’s reaction to touching the fake self-destruct button I can tell if he’s a
danger to the company or not!

Johan regards Sophie.
JOHAN
Well-played.
You start Monday.
Sophie jumps up and celebrates.
SOPHIE

Ha! YES! YES! Woo!
Just to be clear I don’t actually have a self-destruct button at my desk, do I?

JOHAN
Not a real one.



