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From Gainful Employment Part 1 (by Don Zolidis) 

 

 

VIKRAM 

CHARLES 

 

Vikram is interviewing Charles for a job opening.  

 

 

VIKRAM 

Tell me about a time you failed.  

 

CHARLES 

I’ve never failed.  

 

VIKRAM 

Never? 

 

CHARLES 

Failure is not an option.  

 

VIKRAM 

Surely you’ve failed at something.  

 

CHARLES 

Failure is a choice. And the only people who choose failure are losers. I also never admit 

weakness. That’s one of my greatest strengths. Of which I have many. Please observe my 

resume.  

 Charles slides his resume over to Vikram.  

 Vikram looks at it.  

 

VIKRAM 

This is just a list of strengths.  

 

CHARLES 

Exactly.  

 

VIKRAM (reading) 

`Conversational dominance.’ What is -  

 

CHARLES (interrupting) 

That’s where I interrupt you and don’t let you complete a thought in order to break you down and 

make you see me as incredibly powerful.  

 

VIKRAM 

But what if –  
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CHARLES (interrupting him again) 

Soon you will just surrender to my authority and hand me all your money.  

 

VIKRAM 

Why would I –  

 

CHARLES (interrupting again) 

You cannot resist me. I am unstoppable. I am a juggernaut.  

 Pause.  

 Vikram looks at Charles.  

 Charles looks at Vikram.  

 They both launch in together.  

 

VIKRAM (talking very fast) 

You must have me confused with someone 

else, because I come from a family of nine 

children and in order to get any food I had to 

keep talking over everyone else and if I 

didn’t keep talking I would never eat, so I 

learned to speak louder and faster than all of 

my siblings, and let me tell you something 

my mother cooked very well, and I savored 

her food so I never stopped talking until I 

BROKE MY SIBLINGS INTO SOBBING 

WET NOODLY PILES OF HELPLESS 

SLOP AS I CRUSHED THEM BENEATH 

MY VERBAL ONSLAUGHT! 

   

CHARLES (talking at the same time) 

There is nothing you can do to stop me I will 

keep talking and asset my dominance over 

this conversation and destroy it like I 

destroyed every relationship in my life, 

including the love of my life Maria who just 

left me last week and told me I was a 

psychopath, but I’m not going to dwell on 

the gaping sadness inside me, but every time 

I look in the mirror I realize I’m just 

compensating for the fact that inside I am a 

tiny tiny bunny and I only learned this tactic 

from a toxic podcast oh my gosh stop please 

stop no aaaaaah!  

 

 Charles breaks down and sobs.  

 Vikram stands in triumph and raises his fists in to the air.  

 

VIKRAM 

I WIN THIS CONVERSATION!  

Here’s what I think of your resume.  

 Vikram spikes it to the ground like he’s spiking a football and stomps on it.  

 

CHARLES (sinking to his knees) 

Nooooo.  

  A moment. Vikram looks down at Charles.  

 

VIKRAM 

Get out of my sight.  
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CHARLES 

Teach me your ways.   

I will be your apprentice. If you want coffee, I’ll get it. You want to fax something, I’ll learn how 

to use the fax machine. I’ll learn Excel and other Microsoft Office programs and create 

spreadsheets to crush your enemies.  

 

VIKRAM 

That’s actually in the job description.  

 

CHARLES 

Really?  

 They sit back in the chairs.  

 A moment.  

 

VIKRAM 

So tell me about a time you failed.  

 


